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mergency Call 
Socialist Conventi 




PLANS for holding an Emergency 
National Convention of the So- 
cialist Party immediately, in place of 
the proposed convention in Septem- 
ber, were being rapidly pushed for- 
ward as this issue of The American 
Socialist went to press. It will start 
Saturday, April 7, probably in Chi- 
cago, altho St. Louis, Mo., and Cleve- 
land, 0., were ajlso under consider- 
ation. 

The decision to hold the convention, 
in view of the crisis now confronting 
the nation, was taken after consider- 
able discussion by the National Exe- 
cutive Committee in session in Chi- 
cago, Saturday and Sunday, March 
10-11. 

It was felt that it was necessary to 
hold a convention at this time for 
reasons as follows : 

Reasons For Convention, 

FIRST: To determine the policy 
of the party in case this country 
should be drawn into the war. 

SECOND: For the transaction of 
other business which may properly 
come before the convention such as 
the revision of the national platform 
and the party constitution. 

Representatives of all the foreign 
language federations, German, Fin- 
nish, Lettish, South Slavic, Slovac, 
Bohemian, Italian, Scandinavian, 
Hungarian and Jewish, were called 
into the conference. They voiced their 
unanimous approval .of. plans for 
holding the convention. 

Committee Is United. 

National Secretary Adolph Ger- 
mer, National Executive Committee- 
men Morris Hillquit and Anna A. 
Maley, favored the convention from 
the start, while Victor L. Berger was 
won over and John M. Work joined 
with the other members of the com- 
mittee in order to secure unity of ac- 
tion. John Spargo, the fifth member 
of the committee, was not present. 
Voicing his opposition to the conven- 
tion Committeeman Work said: 

"I preferred and proposed that, in- 
stead of calling a convention, the exe- 
cutive committee should formulate a 
policy to be followed by the party in 
case of war, together with the rea- 
sons, and recommend to the member- 
ship that the same be initiated for a 
referendum vote. As everyone else 
was in favor of the convention, how- 
ever, I voted for it for the sake of 
unity of action". 

With this unanimous sentiment for 
the convention, telegrams were sent 
to all members of the national com- 
mittee, to secure their approval, as 
follows : 

"National Executive Committee 
proposes to call an Emergency Con- 
vention on April Seventh in place of 
contemplated September convention 
to determine party policy in case of 
war and transact other' party busi- 



ness. Language federations unani- 
mously favor plan. Endorsement of 
national committee desired. Do you 
approve? Vote immediately by wire". 

Favored By National Committee. 

Immediately the replies began com- 
ing in it was evident that the com- 
mittee would be in favor of the con- 
vention almost unanimously. Plans 
for holding the convention were then 
taken up in earnest. It was decided 
to limit the gathering to 200 dele- 
gates. These were apportioned as 
follows: 

Alabama 1 

Alaska 1 

Arizona 2 

Arkansas 2' 

California 5 

Colorado 2 

Connecticut 3 

Florida 2 

Idaho 3 

Illinois 13 

Indiana 5 

Iowa — 8 

Kafnsas 4 

Maine 2 

Maryland 2 

Massachusetts 10 

Michigan 5 

Minnesota 8 

Missouri 3 

Montana 2 

Nebraska 2 

Nevada 2 

New Hampshire 2 

New Jersey 7 

New Mexico 2 

New York 19 

North Dakota 3 

Ohio 10 

Oklahoma . 18 

Oregon 3 

Pennsylvania 13 

Rhode Island 2 

South Dakota 2 

Tennessee 2 

Texas 4 

Utah 2 

Vermont 2 

Washington 7 

West Virginia 2 

Wisconsin 7 

Wyoming 2 

The manner of selecting delegates is 
outlined in a declaration sent to all state 
secretaries which appears on this page. 

In view of the critical situation develop- 
ing in this country it was decided to post- 
pone all efforts to hold an International 
Socialist Congress in June as contem- 
plated. 

Other business was also transacted by 
the national executive committee as fol- 
lows: 

Plan For Three Leaflets. 

Victor L. Berger was asked to write a 
leaflet on the question of universal mil- 
itary training to help in fighting the mil- 
itarists on this question. 

Morris Hillquit agreed to write a leaflet 
on the question of compulsory arbitration. 
This matter is coming more and more to" 
the front as a result of the efforts of the 
railroad workers to secure an eight-hour 
day. 

Scott Nearing will be asked to write an 
article on "The High Cost Of Living" for 
the April leaflet to be issued by the So- 
cialist Party, the next in its series of 
monthly leaflets. 

An appeal will be sent to all Socialist 
locals asking them to contribute to the de- 
fense fund to save Mooney from the gal- 
lows. 



Boost For The Organization Fund! 



An enthusiastic, successful, harmonious national convention 
will do more than anything else to solidify the ranks of the So- 
cialist Party and make for a greater, more powerful organization. 

This can be brought about to a very considerable extent by 
raising sufficient funds now, not only to meet the expenses of the 
convention but to pay for the increased organization activity that 
must be innaugurated after the convention adjourns. 

Right now the convention is the greatest organization work 
that can be done. 

Part of the $50,000 Organization Fund, only a small part of 
which has so far been raised, will have to be used to finance the 
convention. 

Have you contributed your share to this fund? -Has your 
local contributed its share? If not, do so now! Send all contribu- 
tions to the National Office, Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison St., 
Chicago, 111. 



In his report to the National Executive 
Committee, National Secretary Germer 
reported that as a result of the anti-war 
campaign carried on by the party, "A 
flood of telegrams, letters, post cards, 
resolutions and petitions went into Wash- 
ington adding strength to the position of 
the anti-war congressmen and causing the 
weaker, or those who were hostile to us, 
to hesitate in their action. 

"The old congress adjourned without 
empowering Wilson to arm merchant 
ships, i. e., to protect Morgan's commerce. 
According to the most reliable reports we 
can receive, the pro-war forces are at 
work, seeking to have the new congress 
convene to confer the power on President 
Wilson that he sought for the old congress 
but failed to get. This situation brings up 
two questions. First, how are we going to 
prevent that power being conferred on 
President Wilson. Second, in the event it 
is conferred on him and he arms ships, 
which is the certain forerunner to war, 
and war results, what are the Socialists 
going to do ? Shall we do as the European 
Socialists did and join in the war, or will 
we stand defiantly insisting that it is Wall 
Street's war and not ours and that we 
refuse to fight?" 



Socialist Anti-War Meetings 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

In the twenty years that I have had a 
part in the Socialist movement, I have 
never seen such extraordinary Socialist 
meetings as are being held this year. I 
have seen some great meetings in my time 
but this year eclipses them all. Thousands 
flock to our meetings on account of our 
anti-war attitude and in this respect at 
least the war in Europe and the threaten- 
ed war here are proving a boom to the So- 
cialist movemeat. 

. , <- . , , . . 

On the present trip 1 have spoken in 
the largest cities in the Eastern States, 
and the largest auditoriums have been 
packed and jammed to the last foot of 
standing room and thousands turned away", 
unable to struggle thru the doors. All 
sorts and conditions of people attended 
these meetings, all or nearly all are equally 
enthused, and not only pay their admis- 
sion fee gladly but buy literature and drop 
a coin into the contribution basket be- 
sides. 

Anti-war, anti-militarism, anti-high 
cost of living, and anti-capitalism, imper- 
ialism or plutocracy is what appeals to 
the people and the more radical it is the 
better it suits and the more enthusiastic 
is the applause. 

Now is the time to build up our Party 
and our press. The working class and peo- 
ple generally were never so receptive. At 
every meeting the appeal for new mem- 
bers' or for subscribers to The American 
Socialist and other Socialist papers should 
be made. 

The Socialist Party will be very urgent- 
ly needed in the coming months, notwith- 
standing there is no national campaign 
this year. 

This is a good time to cease bickering 
and to get to work. The Socialist Party is 
not all that it should be but it is the best 
thing we have thus far been able to pro- 
duce, and with all that may be charged 
against it, it is today the most effective 
working class fighting machine in Amer- 
ica. In every battle of the workers the 
members of the Socialist Party are at the 
front and the Party and its press are as 
a rule first in making the appeal for funds 
to support the strikers, to defend the ar- 
rested leaders, and to give the right kind 
of publicity to the struggle. 

There are those ultra-radicals who de- 
nounce the Socialist Party, but when they 
get into trouble thru their own folly, they 
invariably turn first to the Socialist Party 
to come to their rescue; and not infre- 
quently by the very political means and 
influence which these misguided comrades 
of ours so rabidly denounce, they find 
themselves ?n jail or slated for worse 
punishment. 

Comrades, let us join heads, hands and 
hearts to mak this the biggest year in 
the annals of the Socialist movement! 

Now is the time. The very hour has 
struck. Let us all roll up our sleeves and 
get down to actual work. The knocking 
will keep till later on if we must have it. 
But for the present let us build the Party- 
construct the fighting machine so urgently 
needed by the workers to cope with the 
present situation. Let us resolve that be- 
fore the sun of 1917 sets we shall have at 
least one hundred and fifty thousand red 
militants enrolled in the Socialist Party 
of the United States. 




War, If Bt Comes 



ot Find Us 



TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY! 

Comrades: — Your National Executive Committee hereby calls 
a Special Convention of the Socialist Party to be held on the 
7th day of April 1917, for the purpose of determining the policy 
of the Party in case this country should be drawn into the war 
and for the transaction of all other business which may come be- 
fore the convention. 

The action was determined by the unanimous vote of the Na- 
tional Executive Committee. It was overwhelmingly endorsed by 
the National Committee. We feel confident it will meet the hearty 
support of the vast majority of the Party membership. 

This summary call for a convention is not a regular proceed- 
ing under our constitution. It is an emergency measure neces- 
sitated by the sudden gravity of the situation which confronts the 
country, the working class and the Socialist movement. 

The time is short. The danger is imminent. Delay may be 
fatal. If war should break out, our Party must present greater 
fidelity to principle, greater unity of purpose and greater solidar- 
ity of action than ever. 

Only a full and representative convention, followed by a 
spf edy vote of the whole membership can lay down an authorita- 
tive, uniform and effective Socialist course of action against war 
awl. during war.. Only the determined and concerted effort of the 
whole party membership will conserve and strengthen our move- 
ment in this most critical period of our history. 

TO WORK, COMRADES! ELECT YOUR FULL QUOTA 
OF DELEGATES WITHOUT DELAY. CONTRIBUTE THE 
FUNDS TO DEFRAY THEIR NSCTSSARrEXPENSESL THE" 
WAR AGITATION OF OUR RULING CLASSES MUST BE 
MET BY US WITH REDOUBLED ENERGY. WAR, IF IT 
COMES, MUST NOT FIND US UNPREPARED. 



Prompt Action! Request To State 
Secretaries On Convention Plans 



To State*Secretaries! 

Dear Comrades:— In connection with the enclosed call for a 
special convention of the Socialist Party, I am directed by the N. 
E. C. to submit to you the following additional information and 
instructions. 

The special convention called for April 7, 1917, is expected to 
take the place of the proposed September convention. In addi- 
tion to the special purpose for which it is primarily called, it will 
transact all other business which would come before the regular 
convention. ♦ 

The basis of representation and apportionment of delegates 
will be as provided in the pending referendum for the September 
convention and by the constitution of the Party. The convention 
will consist of 200 delegates, to be apportioned among the various 
states and territories in accordance with the average National 
dues paid for 1916. 

The time is short and the usual methods of nomination and 
election of delegates cannot be followed. It is therefore suggested 
that you at once call a meeting of your State Executive Com- 
mittee or take other appropriate measures to determine upon a 
mocje of election which will give the comrades in your state the 
greatest opportunity for a popular election of delegates with due 
regard to the speed and dispatch required by the extraordinary 
circumstances. 

If you should determine to choose all delegates at large, it is 
suggested that you at once call for nominations to be made by the 
locals in your state at special meetings to be immediately called 
for that purpose and that similar meetings be held by the locals 
at an interval of about one week for the purpose of voting. 

But if your committee determines to apportion your quota 
of delegates among the different sections of your state, it is sug- 
gested that you make the apportionment at once and call upon 
each group of locals entitled to elect one or more delegates under 
your apportionment, to make nominations and to vote on candi- 
dates at special meetings. 

In any event, it is desirable that all delegates be elected by 
April 1st. You are requested to inform this office of such elec- 
tions as soon as they shall have taken place. 

In view of the fact that the National Office has no funds to 
defray the traveling and other expenses of delegates, the states 
or delegates are expected to advance their expenses. But the con- 
vention will however, take measures to raise a fund for the re^ 
payment of such advances by a special assessment upon all mem- 
bers or otherwise. - ■ 

We impress upon you the necessity of prompt action. 
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Attack Is Boomerang 

Socialist members of state legislatures and 
city councils have borne the brunt of the at- 
tack directed against our representatives _ as 
a result of the jinjro wave now sweeping 
the country. James H. Maurer, president of 
the Pennsylvania Federation of Labor and 
member of the Pennsylvania legislature, has 
been especially singled out Tor attack by the 
munitions barons, as have Shiplacoff and 
Whitehorn in the New York legislature. Here 
is the story of the attack on our aldermen in 
the Chicago city council, an attack that re- 
sulted in the worst kind of a boomerang for 
the jingoes : 

By DUNCAN M. SMITH. 

Alderman John C. Kennedy, Social- 
ist representative in the Chicago city 
council from the 27th Ward has been 
made the target for an attack in the 
past few weeks by the Chicago Tri- 
bune and some women politicians in 
his Ward because of alleged utter- 
ances at a great peace meeting held in 
Chicago when the break with Germany 
first threatened. 

Altho this peace meeting at which 
Kennedy was a speaker was so large 
that it required four halls to take care 
of the overflow the Chicago Tribune, 
self styled the "World's Greatest 
Newspaper," did not take the trouble 
to have the meeting covered by its 
own reporters but took as the subject 
of an editorial a garbled report of the 
speech that appeared in Hearst's Chi- 
cago Examiner. On the strength of 
this report the Tribune demanded the 
expulsion of not only Aid. Kennedy but 
also of Aid. William E. Rodriguez, his 
Socialist collegue and declared that 
men holding such views should be in 
jail instead of in the council. 

The report in the Examiner declared 
that Kennedy advocated the starting 
of a bloody revolution at home in the 
event of a war with Germany. The 
part of the alderman's speech which 
was garbled by the Examiner read as 
follows in the report in the Chicago 
Section of The American Socialist: 
Kennedy's Words. 

"If it is justifiable to go to war for 
the benefit of the steel trust and the 
food speculators it would be much 
more justifiable to start a revolution 
at home. How about Colorado, Pull- 
man and the garment workers strike? 

"But we do not start a revolution, 
because we believe there is a better 
way. We have a higher standard of 
action. We have more advanced ethics 
than the ethics of the capitalists. We 
carry our points by reason and not 
by force. We believe in convincing 
the people who oppose us; not in kill- 
ing them." 

It will be seen that by. printing the 
first paragraph and leaving out all of 
the rest that the meaning of the alder- 
man would be turned completely 
around. This is practically what was 
done. 

The attack of the Tribune furnished 
a lead for a few women politicians in 
Kennedy's Ward who had been looking 
in vain for an excuse to give to the 
voters to oppose him when he comes 
up for re-election this spring. They 
immediately met and passed resolu- 
tions denouncing the alderman and 
one of their number wrote a letter to 
the city council demanding his expul- 
sion from that body. 

The usual course to pursue with 



Some Call It Civilization- 



A war cloud, and a cloud mist, that hang o'er the lives of men — 
A whirlwind, and a windstorm, that sweeps o'er the field and fen — 
A typhoon, and a simoon, that dyes blood red the dell — 
Some call it Civilization, while others call it Hell. 

A far cry, and a war cry, in Profit's sacred name 
For the life-blood of the worker to save the masters game— 
A drum-beat, and a hoof-beat, and a million-throated yell — 
Some call it Civilization, while others call it Hell. 

An order from an orderly, and a frenzied march is on, 
And the blind eyes of the millions see not the ghastly pawi., 
A long march, and a wrong march, for a purpose none can tell — 
Some call it Civilization, while others call it Hell. 

A Word held up before them while blindly still they rave 
Makes eyes to see in scarlet — "Our country we must save;" 
And Reason holds no scepter, this delusion to dispel — 
Some call it Civilization, while others call it Hell. 

So onward to the slaughter, like driven beasts they tread, 
And the reeking shambles hold them and the trenches fill with dead, 
While a glamor and a "glory" shields murder's hidden hand, 
And hidden is the story of the fiend that guides the band. 

A battle, on a battle-field, and a world crime defied; 

A widow and an orphan, by a million multiplied; 
And the anguish of the ages, in the mother's tear that falls 

O'er the grave forever nameless; o'er the crime a world appalls. 

But — rising on the tumult, comes a Voice that MUST be heard; 
Comes a small voice from the blood stains with an all-compelling WORD; 
And it rises in its power like the scream of bursting shell — 
"We built a civilization, but you turned it into hell. 

"Our labor was the touchstone that turned all things to gold; 

"But you robbed us, and you mobbed us, and into bondage sold 

"Our bodies and our manhood, from the hour of our birth, 

"And you blinded us with falsehoods, while you stole from us the earth. 

"Then you drove us like dumb cattle, and the deed you bade us do 
"Was to slay our kin in battle, and to hold the earth for you; 
"But in flash of burning powder, your name stands out revealed — 
"Writ in letters of our life-blood; writ on sky and sea and field, 

"Your name is Profit System, and with your dying breath, 
"For a short space more of living you have driven us to death; 
"But your wretched life is ending; rings now your funeral knell, 
"Soon we'll build a civilization and forever banish hell." 

By Mary L. Geffs. 



such communications is to throw them 
in the waste basket but for some mys- 
terious reason this remarkable com- 
munication was read before the coun- 
cil. The members of that body were 
not disposed to treat it seriously but 
one of their number, Aid. Capitain, 
leader of the council in an effort to 
fasten a fifty year street car franchise 
on Chicago, protested that it was too 
serious a matter to be dropped in that 
way. He wanted a special committee 
to investigate the alderman. 

Aid. Kennedy explained that he did 
not utter the words attributed to him 
and that their meaning was exactly 
the opposite of the sentiment he ex- 
pressed. However, he declared that 
he was anxious to have the matter in- 
vestigated and on that request the let- 
ter was referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee of the city council. This was 
done. 

Try To Dodge Investigation. 

Then began the effort of the com- 
mittee to dodge the investigation. At 
its first meeting no quorum appeared 
altho enough members of the commit- 
tee were in the city hall to have 
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made the quorum. At the next meet- 
ing the committee adjourned out of 
resnect to the memory of the city 
clerk who had died that morning. 
Other council committees kept on at j 
their work. At the third meeting a 
quorum appeared. A large crowd was 
waiting to hear the inquiry but the 
committee leisurely took up other bu- 
siness. When at last it couldn't post- 
pone the Kennedy matter any longer 
the motion was made to place it on 
file. It required the combined efforts 
of Kennedy and Aid. Rodriguez to get 
the committee to go forward with the 
matter. The persons bringing the 
charges were asked by the chairman 
of the committee if they had any 
evidence. They had none but several 
of the women wanted to make speech- 
es. 

Rodriguez brought a laugh and 
showed the animus in the matter by 
making the women confess that they 
were interested in politics in Ken- 
nedy's ward. There being no evidence 
against Kennedy's denial the commit- 
tee again tried to place the matter on 
file. The two Socialist aldermen pro- 
tested and their witnesses were heard 
who brought out the fact that Ken- 
nedy's actual words were as above 
quoted. 

The committee seemed determined 
to place the matter on file. Here ap- 
peared another opportunity but on 
another protest from Kennedy they 
appointed a committee of three to re- 
port to the council that according to 
the evidence Kennedy had not uttered 
the words attributed to him. 

Becomes Educational Meeting. 

During the course of the hearing 
Aid. Kennedy took occasion to read 
in full a recent speech delivered by 
him at the big peace meeting at the 
Chicago Coliseum and to show how 
the Tribune had reported that speech 
wrong. On the whole it was a very 
educational meeting. The council mem- 
bers had an opportunity to hear the 
Socialist position clearly stated. The 
audience was with the aldermen, with 
the exception of the few women poli- 
ticians present. 

One of the amusing features of this 
farce occurred at a meeting in Ken- 
nedy's ward, advertised by anonymous 
handbills, which was to protest against 
his unpatriotic utterances. The oppo- 
sition refused to attend. Perhaps forty 
of them came. About sixty Socialists 
entered the hall as the meeting was in 
progress and in response to their de- 
mands Kennedy was given a hearing. 
That gave him an opportunity to cap- 
ture all who had come thru curiosity. 
Resolutions which had been drawn up 
denouncing the alderman were not in- 
troduced. In fact Kennedy had the 
crowd, aside from the politicians, with 
him. 

Socialists believe that the entire 
matter was stirred up to take advan- 
tage of the excited condition of the 
people's minds in order to retire Ken- 
nedy and to defeat the other Socialist 
candidates in the interests of the fifty- 
year traction franchise which the So- 
cialist aldermen are fighting, and in 
the interests of the gas and electric 
trusts. Two of the biggest deals in 
public utility franchises ever pulled 
off in any city are on the cards in Chi- 
cago. Socialists in the council are a 
nuisance to the big business interests 
under such conditions. 

The Chicago aldermanic campaign 
is now getting in full swing with good 
prospects of re-electing John C. Ken- 
nedy in the Twenty-seventh Ward, J. 
Louis Engdahl, editor of the American 
Socialist in the Fifteenth Ward, as a 
colleap;ue to Aid. Rodriguez who holds 
over, and Charles V. Johnson in the 
Ninth Ward, which contains the Pull- 
man shops. In several other wards 
good campaigns are being made with 
the prospect, of picking up one or two 
more Socialist aldermen at the April 
election. 



Comrade Cornelius Lehane, who 
sustained injuries including several 
broken ribs in Ohio, states that all 
his speaking dates in the District of 
Columbia, New Jersey, New York, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts, will 
be kept in the ordinary way. His sur- 
gical attendant has put him in a sort 
of straight jacket to keep the frac- 
tured bones in position while healing, 
but this does not inconvenience the 
Irishman who says he feels as fit as a 
fiddle. His meetings in Pennsylvania 
have been great successes, the atten- 
dances large, collections and literature 
sales in most cases being of record 
size. A few broken ribs do not inter- 
fere with the speaking powers of the 
Irish propagandist. 



Fighting Mars 

By MARX LEWIS. 

One of the most abominable 
features of war, in fact, probably the 
worst feature next to the terrific loss 
of life that it involves, is the loss of 
the liberties and privileges that are 
ordinarily regarded as the natural 
rights of the citizens. When the 
monster of war Goliah begins to 
make its strides across a country it 
usually, almost unexceptionally, de- 
vours whatever liberties that have 
not been taken away from the people 
by the reigning plutocracy, and is 
equally as operative in a democracy 
as it is in a plutocracy. 

A splendid instance of how the pro- 
cess comes to pass even when the pos- 
sibilities of war are only mentioned 
was shown on the 7th of this month 
when the New York State Legislature 
sought to hurriedly pass a resolution 
appropriating $1,000,000 for the ex- 
penses of the National Guard, which 
had been called to service. 

Swept By War Tide. 
From a calm, and, generally speak- 
ing, reasonable body, the Legislature 
became immediately a scene of rival- 
ry, extending only to the extent that 
each party, Republican and Demo- 
cratic, sought to outdo each other in 
voting for the war credits, and shout- 
ing to stand by the President in tones 
that sought to outdo each other. What- 
ever resistance and. individuality that 
did exist among the members of the 
Legislature, and that Avas remarkably 
little, immediately disappeared, and 
there was no longer te minority. In 
the words of the Democratic leader, 
"he hoped to God that there may 
never be a minority while the crisis 
lasts. 

In the face of this overwhelming 
sentiment, partly sincere, but mainly 
false and untrue to their real feeling, 
it was the duty of the Socialist rep- 
resentatives in the Assembly to stand 
alone, against a wild force, ready to 
stop at nothing to convince the coun- 
try of its unanimous approval of the 
President's war stand. It was a psy- 
chological moment; a moment which 
tries men's souls and courage, and 
undaunted by the possible ridicule that 
may ensue, they took and sustained 
the position which is in conformance 
not only with the International So- 
cialist movement, but with the inter- 
ests of humanity everywhere. 

It was here that the extent and de- 
gree to which the liberties of a nation 
are placed in jeopardy thru war was 
shown, and shown in a light to furnish 
added reason to the peace movement, 
and added strength to those who op- 
pose wars fought in the interests of 
the capitalist class. 

The day following the speech deliv- 
ered by Assemblyman Shiplacoff, the 
New York Herald, in its report, stated 
that the Socialist Assemblyman was 
hooted down, that there were shouts 
of "Prussian", "Put him out" and 
other violent phrases showing the 
hatred evinced by the legislators to- 
wards one who lagged in the feeling 
for his country and its safety. 
Stir Up Hatred. 

To state a false report was not the 
sole purpose of this; in fact, this was 
done with a motive, and that motive 
was to stir up antagonism, hatred, ill- 
feeling to all those who dare express 
a minority viewpoint in the face of 
the strained situation. It also had a 
message, concealed partly between the 
lines, but yet expressed by the lines: 
and that was that no one who dared 
to disagree would be treated in any 
other way than that of violence. 

The Albany papers went a step 
further. "Better Abstain" was the 
title heading of an editorial in the 
Albany Journal. "Any legislator, or 
man, who publicly displays lack of re- 
gard for the security of the United 
States, who shows himself unpatriot- 
ic, is likely to hear things said about 
him and to him that will leave a ring- 
ing in his ears for a long time to 
come, is the way this editor sizes up 
the situation, and very candidly, too. 

In the same vein, some, most of 
them not mentioning names, had the 
same thing to say, the same warning 
to give to those who will violate the 
traditions of patriotism and refuse to 
shout for blood, for the blood of 
American and German workingmen. 

The climax of the columns of jingo- 
istic calumny and outrage occurred 
in an article in the issue of the Brook- 
lyn Eagle in which the Socialist legis- 
lators are informed of what conse- 
quences have befallen others who have 
tried to do what they are doing, t to 
prevent war and vote against any ap- 
propriations that may be necessary 
to carry it on. They recite instances 
during the Civil War when men who 
spoke against war had to flee or else 
be lynched, not to say tried for treas- 
on for acts such as Assemblyman 
Shiplacoff had committed. It contains 
a fair warning, and the real audacity 
of it is perceived in the fact that the 
writer did not feel it necessary to veil 
it in any way. "Shiplacoff and White- 
horn Flirting with a Spanking" are 
the words used in large type across 
the papers. 

This has all occurred before the 
declaration of war had been given. 
The liberty of speech, the guarantee 
of free speech granted in the Consti- 
tution to every man within the 
domains of this country, is already 
denied to the legislators, speaking as 
the representatives of large bodies of 
people. They are already warned what 
may befall them if they persist; what 
I crimes will be committed against their 
person if they don't refrain. 

j Insanity To Follow Wildness. 

What will occur when war is de- 
clared, when the country is thrown in- 
to the catastrophe, and the wildness 
develops into insanity, can be more 
readily imagined than described. The 
mania will be increased to the point 
where every conceivable principle of 
humanity and justice will be outraged. 

In the problem of war this is what 
counts for much, and those who are 
engaged in the fight against war, in 
the fight of war on war, will do well 
to bear in mind, while sanity persists, 
what agencies are responsible for this 
feeling, and when coolness and' deliber- 
ation prevail again, they will do in- 
finitely more in the cause of peace by 
solving this question first. 



Mooney Case Part Of Attempt 
To Crush Organized Labor 

By JOHN SPARGO 
Member Socialist Party Nati onal Executive Committee. 
(Special to The American Socialist.) 
San Francisco, Cal. — I visited Mooney and Billings, convicted 
of bomb throwing, and Weinberg awaiting trial in the jail here, 
and talked with them of their case. Saw also Mrs. Weinberg and 
talked with her. For three days I have gone into the evidence 
offered in the trial of Billings and Mooney. If they are guilty of 
the bomb outrage the fact is not proven by any credible evidence 
offered. Alleged identifications of Mooney are absurd and utterly 
incredible story against which Mooney's alibi seems unquestion- 
able. Witnesses for prosecution all of underworld while defense 
brought array of reputable witnesses. Conspiracy to crush or- 
ganized labor seems evident. Nation-wide publicity and protest 
the only hope now. 



Shall We Stand 

By The President? 

By RALPiTkORNGOLD. 

SHORTLY AFTER the outbreak 
of the great war, Karl Kautsky 
said that the demoralization of 
the Socialist Parties during the crisis 
was partly due to the fact that we 
have always confined our deliberations 
to the question, "How best to prevent 
war!" instead of also giving serious 
thought and discussion to the problem 
of, "What our attitude should be in 
case war nevertheless breaks out?" 
Morris Hillquit, and others, have 



stituting a new social order in which 
the socially necessary tools of life 
shall be socially owned and operated 
for the benefit of those who perform 
useful labor." 

If this theory of Socialism could 
be realized, our world would be a 
heaven. All our expectations of 
eternal joy in the future world would 
be realized right here on earth. Our 
lives would be lives worth living, no 
one would be forgotten, all would be 
aided in the upward struggle of 
progress and humanity. 

:;: * * * 

Everybody would leceive a good 
education, not merely those who are 



pointed out that when war once breaks financially able to be kept at school 



out little that is effective can be done 
by the Socialist parties. The reasons 
are obvious. When war has broken 
out our freedom of action will have 
disappeared. Our papers will be cen- 
sored, free speech and the freedom of 
assembly will have been curtailed or 
abolished. 

Collective Action Impossible. 
When war has broken out, collective 
action will be practically impossible, 
our action will have to be largely in- 
dividual. If we act alike, it will be be- 
cause we think alike. What should be 



Under present circumstances thou- 
sands of children are compelled to 
leave their studies to go out to work, 
and thus help keep their families 
from ruin and starvation. Parent- 
Teacher Associations and other re- 
form agencies strive in vain against 
these conditions, they cannot possibly 
help all the poor families in which 
their help is needed. Child labor, that 
terrible crime, would be abolished, 
and instead of taking their places in 
the mills and mines, the children 
would remain in school. Instead of 



the attitude of the individual Socialist j a rich idler possessing $400,000,000 
towards the government in the event ' " 



of war? Should he continue his oppo 
sition, or should he "stand by the pre- 
sident"? Should he enlist, or, in the 
event of compulsory military service, 
should he allow himself to be drafted 
without opposition? 

All the pacifists whom I have 
thus far heard, or whose articles I 
have read, make it plain, that while 
they will oppose a declaration of war 
to the very last minute, they intend to 
"stand by the president" the moment 
war is declared. 

Should this also be the Socialist at- 
titude? Let us see: 

As citizens of the United States we 
believe in submitting to the will of 
the majority under all ordinary cir- 
cumstances. Unless we are willing to 
do this we cannot expect the rest of 
the nation to submit to our will when 
we are in the majority. 

But does the majority want war? 
We are convinced that it does not. Our 
country is not in immediate danger of 
attack, and a referendum on the ques- 
tion could be taken without incurring 
any risk. The fear of a referendum 
which the war party manifests is in 
itself significant. Moreover, the last 
presidential election was in a sense a 
referendum on this very question. 
"Wilson and Peace, Hughes and War", 
was the chief slogan of the Democrats 
during the campaign. It resulted in 
the election of Wilson. Yet the great- 
est provocation, the sinking of the Lu- 
sitania, had then already taken place. 
Nothing anywhere near as serious has 
happened since. 

We are, therefore, confronted with 
the fact that a MINORITY, taking not choking off a 
advantage of a flaw in our system of 
government, is trying to force war 
upon us. 

Challenge The Minority. 

I believe we could do no greater 
service to the American Republic, and 
to the cause of the human race, than 
by boldly challenging the right of a 
minority to plunge the nation into 
war. This can be done only by refus- 
ing "to stand by the president" in 
case war is declared without a refer- 
endum of the entire people. Our re- 
fusal to take the form of passive 
resistance. 

In the event of war and compulsory 
military service I believe it to be the 
duty of every Socialist to refuse to 
become a part of the war machine in 
any capacity whatsoever, at no mat- 
ter what consequences to himself. 

We are "conscientious objectors". 
We object to being plunged at each 



on the one hand, and a poor worker 
having barely enough to live on from 
day to day, the wages and profit 
system would be abolished entirely. 
. * * * * 

In their efforts to hold up this 
inevitable movement of humanity, 
some people claim that all progress 
would be destroyed and that we 
would be reduced to a dead level of 
effort! Competition, they argue, is 
the foundation of all our progress. 
Many answers could be given to this 
finance charge. If it is competition 
that allows a few multi-millionaires 
in this country to rob and exploit all 
the rest of the people and compel 
them to live a mere hand-to-mouth 
existence, then it destroys more pro- 
gress than Socialism could ever 
head off. Under the present system 
mankind is divided into two classes, 
one of which owns the means of life 
but does not use them, and the other 
uses the means of life but does not 
own them. There cannot be progress 
under such a system because there 
is no unity between ownership and 
labor. The only progress in this 
world is due to labor, and if the 
worker does not enjoy the fruit of 
his toil we cannot say that progress 
has been made. 

By barring the masses of the 
people from the higher things of life, 
by so exploiting them that they have 
neither time nor money to cultivate 
their higher faculties, by robbing 
them of all chance to make life worth 
living — are we not here destroying 
a great avenue of progress? Are we 
great recruiting 
field of genius? These questions 
touch but a few of the evils of this 
present competitive system, there is 
no possible remedy other than that 
of socialism. 
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which we now pay men to teach to 
the children in our science class- 
rooms! 

The truth must overcome many 
barriers before it can establish it- 
self. Most people have a hard, hard 
time to rid themselves of those 
badges of ignorance, — prejudice and 
tradition. I appeal to you again to 
decide fairly the truth or falsity of 
the promise of Socialism. 

In conclusion I appeal to you, 
earnestly, to look into this matter, 
and while so doing, hold justice above 
emotion, evidence above tradition, 
and last of all, but not least of all, 
reason above prejudice. 



Supposing one were to ask a crowd 
of working people which they would 
prefer — a five dollar daily wage, or a 
dollar one; a sixteen-hour work day, 
or an eight-hour one. How many would 
be in favor of the low wages and the 
long hours? Not one! On the other 
hand, if one were to put the same 
question to a crowd of capitalists, 
how many would vote for five dollars 
and an eight-hour work day? Only a 
philanthropically inclined few, who 
think their profits would be big 
enough, even then. This is the proof 
of the class-struggle. 

Gen. W. T. Sherman, said, "War is 
Hell", and with it's improved war- 
fare — in the air above, and in the 
water below, it may now be called 
Hell — extraordinary. 



Socialists 

You Can Now Learn to 

Speak in Public 




The best solution of the problem is, 
let everybody who wants "prepared- 
ness" for war, enlist. And let those 
who do not want war be free from 
draft. 



Many great men in the past have 
been socialists, many more in the 
future will be. When Socialism exists 
it will not be a stumbling block to 
genius, no, it will aid and encourage 
it with the best opportunities that 
society can provide. Truly great 
men do not seek mere wealth, they 
aim to increase the happiness of 
their fellowmen. True, free, noble 
spirits are never avaricious money- 
grabbers. Under Socialism humanity 
would reign over the face of the 
earth, and all souls could be noble 
and free. All languages, customs, and 
traits would sink gradually into ob- 
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your earning power. 



Send coupon below 
today for our special 
public speaking offer 
to Socialists. You can 
now learn at home, in 
your spare time, to 
speak forcefully and 
convincingly. Fit your- 
self to be a leader. Cul- 
tivate a forceful per- 
sonality. Learn to be at 
ease before any audi- 
ence. Enlarge your vo- 
cabulary. Increase 
Become more popular. 



Fight for Your Ideas! 

If you have convictions — if you 
you have principles, stand up forthem ! 
Don't let the other man shame you out of 
what you know is right. Don't let "stage- 
f righf'and embarrassmentstand in your'way. 
You can now learn in your spare time, 
at home, to speak powerfully; to express 
your thoughts clearly; to argue effectively; to think 
quickly on your feet; to put your Idaaa across. 
Men who never hoped to be able to speak in 
public are fretting; marvelous results from our 
course of training-. You can, too. Find out for 
yourself. Just clip the coupon and mail it NOW. 

Ufa TaaMl Vnil Justalittleof your 
IIC ICdMI IUU spftre , ime each dav 

I... >l~:l .L Q.|u|. is all you need to become 
DV Mail, at HOme an eloquent speaker. 

■* * Professor R. E. Fattison 

Kline, Dean of Columbia College of Expression, 
Chicago, a foremost public speaking; authority, will 
teach you personally. Hundreds have traveled for 
miles to get his instruction. You may now get it by 
mall, at home, on this special offer to Socialists. 
Just send the coupon for full particulars. 

Special Offer 

To Socialists-— Send Coupon 

I Every reader of this paper — every 
socialist should know about, the special, 

limited offer we are now making-. But you must 
investigate right away. Don't wait— hurry. Fill 
out the coupon and send it now. We will Bend you 
some valuable information about public speaking; 
— information you can use — and full particulars 
of our Bpecial offer to Socialists. Send the coupon 
or letter or postcard— now. 

Public Speaking Department 

' American Correspondence School of Law m ^ m ** 
5983 Manhattan Building, ChlcaKO.III. 



Genttemen: — Pleaae send me, without any obliga- 
tion whatever, lull particulars of your Effective 
Public Speaking Course and the Special Offer you 
are now making to Socialists. 
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a war-mad world, in the face of ambi- i It ma v seem to you that these thin *?s . 
tious politicians and scheming- cap- 1 1 talk about are too wonderful to be Sfcisffi^^ 

italists, in the face of the hypocritical i true. Do not be doubters. The cause j w^tio^^^^'w^uj^,^^^^? Ji^5^*!L*«X2rj?iA?*!rnrtf i» 
cant of a corrupt and faithless church, " ....... ^ - - ~ *" 

we propose to raise our banners, 
"Humanity first", and "Workers of 
the World Unite; you have nothing 
to lose but your chains, you have a 
world to gain." 



SOCIALISM 

NOTE : — The following ptticle is, in sub- 
stance, a speech delivered in an oratorical 
contest in the Los Angeles High School, by 
Herbert Sugar, a Ifi year old socialist. It 
was awarded first prize in the Lower Forum 
Oratorical Contest and notice of it was put 
on the front page of the High School weekly. 
* * * * 

Deep within the heart of every 
human being there lurks a feeling of 
kindness and brotherhood. This pas- 
sion has been the dominant influence 
in ameliorating the conditions of the 
human race. This emotion is common 
to all people. Tho suppressed by 
tyrants during the Dark Ages it 
rose again with renewed strength 
when reason broke the manacles of 
prejudice and fear. Tyranny had to 
fall when Reason pointed out the ob- 
vious fact that that which tends to 
increase his misery is injurious. The 
feeling of kindness, of self-sacrifice, 
and of brotherhood is the underlying 
motive of the international movement 
called Socialism. 

This is its motive, its theory and 
mission, given by the well-known 
newspaper, "The American Social- 
ist," as • follows: "Socialism is a 
social philosophy founded on his- 
torical and economic fact and ad- 
ministered thru an internationally 
organized movement that aims to 
remedy existing conditions by sub- 
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are more governed by emotion and (M^h.,^ Atari™. Sfce*C* 

tradition than they are by reason. 
Only a very small part of the people 
have so strong a hold cn themselves 
that they can calmly face a proposi- 
tion, decide whether or not it is 
the truth and publicly champion it. In 
Galileo's time prejudice persecuted 
him because he said that the earth 
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2,919 
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35,014.57 


1895 


10,992 


1,924 


310,846.07 


1900 


21,616 
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1,002,398.32 
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Disgusted With War 



EDITOR'S NOTE. — The following state- 
ment was brought to America by "under- 
ground" means and published first in The 
New York Call. The statement is by a French 
Socialist sufficiently prominent to give sen- 
sational value to his statement if the name 
could be used. The American Socialist is, 
however, unaole to publish the , name of the 
author or to give any other details concern- 
ing it or the means by which it was brought 
to America. 

» * * » 

By A Prominent French Socialist. 

Briand, Lloyd George and others 
recognize the seriousness of the mil- 
itary situation. The changes of gov- 
ernment in England and France are 
manifestations of general discontent 
at the failure of military operations. 

Military blunders have been mount- 
ing for two and one-half years. Every 
one in France is now anti-militarist. 
Peasants, clerks, workmen, Parisians, 
Bretons, soldiers from the invaded re- 
gions, men from central and southern 
France — all. 

In France 98 per cent of the soldiers 
and civilians want peace — a lasting 
peace. F: am 25 to 30 per cent want 
peace at any price, upon any terms, or 
no terms. Every one is sick of the 
whole thing. 

It will astonish me if there is no 
revolt at the front if the army is forc- 
ed to spend the winter of 1917-18 in 
the trenches. 

There are no volunteers for the 
gaps in the firing line. There are 
numerous deserters and insubordinate 
soldiers, not a few of them being men 
previously decorated with the Croix de 
Guerre for heroism under fire. 

Such deserters are no longer shot, 
for the authorities are afraid. Neither 
are there courts-martial for such of- 
fenses, insubordinates being merely 
sent back to the front. 

Many Police Are Hanged. 

The gendarmes are loathed and are 
not infrequently killed by hanging 
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By RYAN WALKER 
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prime mover in the Sturmer treachery 
having been the czarina. 

Points At Russian Treachery. 
Trepoff 's public announcement about 
Constantinople, and that of the czar, 
which followed it, were probably made 
to tie the hands of the allies and to 
hamper the entente. 1 imagine, how- 
ever, that these pledges about Con- 
stantinople will come to nothing, 
owing to the way in which Russia has 
carried out various acts of treachery 
against her allies. 

The ill feeling in France about the 



agreement to give Russia Constan- 
f he matter is hushed up. Men exposed [ tinople was widespread and deep. Rus- 
to the conditions that obtain at the ! sia may be offered Alexandretta in ex- 
front laugh at the death penalty. | change. 

In my opinion, peace must be made ; The spring push will be made in the 
soon. The Socialist congress was ob- ■ direction of Syria, an attempt to break 
sessed by the idea of peace. France is j the German thrust toward Bagdad, 
terrified with the extent of its losses ' Egypt has fully a million English sol- 
— 1,250,000 dead and missing — thejdiers; with Russians on the other 
"missing" are mostly dead. side, the Turks will be between two 

There are from 700,000 to 800,000 | fires, 
men suffering from major mutilations, j France Simply Worn Out. 



Rennes is like a Fifteenth century 
cour desmiracles. Nothing but one- 
legged and one-armed men, soldiers, 
blind in one eye or in both, with 
ghastly face wounds, etc. 

Briand is well aware of Socialist 
feeling, and since his government can 
retain power only thru Socialist sup- 
port the premier does his best to be 
conciliatory. Briand wanted a unani- 
mous motion from the chamber on Pre- 
sident Wilson's note, desiring to rely 
on public opinion favorable to Wilson. 
To a number of Socialist deputies 
Briand said: 

"At the first serious overtures for 
peace I shall fling myself on them as 
misery has now flung itself on our dis- 
traught world," 

Appealed To Editor. 
The French press was against Wil- 
son at first, but Briand summoned the 



Socialists at Work 



NOTE.-What are the Socialists doing: in 
your city county or state? The editor of this 
column wants to know. Send in the news 
about your activities. This plea is made es- 
pecially to local secretaries, state secretaries 
and other officials of the party. Send all com- 
munications to the Editor, "Socialists At 
Work" Column, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 
111. 



principal editors and begged them to j hausted people 



There will be no great movement on 
the Western front. France is simply 
incapable of an offensive on a grand 
scale, being worn out and in a state 
of complete nervous exhaustion. 

What does it matter if the Germans 
get nearer to Odessa? It would be a 
good thing for democracy. Russia, 
when peace comes, would be compelled 
to adopt a Western political system, 
to imitate P>ance, England and the 
United States. 

You will see that the territorial los- 
ses resulting from the war will be 
sustained by Russia, Turkey and 
Austria. This is all in the interest of 
progress. 

The effect of the struggle will be 
revolutionary. 

The finances of France are managed \ wil] be placed on the ballot; a fair 
from hand to mouth-loans and in- ■ election law; a bill covering social in- 
direct taxes— which will fall on an ex- | surance and , embracing old age pen 



PARTY IN CALIFORNIA HOLDS 

SIGNIFICANT GATHERING 

By THOMAS W. WILLIAMS 

(State Secretary.) 
The California Socialist State Con- 
vention just closed Avas the most 
significant ever held in the state. 

Radical changes were made in the 
state constitution. Provisions were 
made for organization of locals with- 
out regard to territorial jurisdiction; 
the entire management of all political 
activity to be resident in the member- 
ship of each political subdivision. 
Provision was made for the complete 
reorganization of the state executive 
committee along new and original 
lines. This plan provides for one rep- 
resentative on the committee from 
each of the following industrial 
groups. 

Farmers, Miners, Transportation, 
Manufacturing, Building Trades, 
Printing, Office and Service employes, 
Professional and Housekeeping. Each 
member of the Committee will at the 
same time become a state organizer 
elected by his or her particular indus- 
rial group and devoting his entire 
time to propaganda and the organiza- 
tion of said group. 

The following Initiative Measures 



New York Socialists 
To Fight War Measures 

In the event of a war declaration, 
New York City Socialists will use 
every endeavor to hasten the return 
of peace, to oppose the war and the 
war policies of the government, op- 
pose censorship of the press and the 
mails, the restriction of the rights of 
free speech and free assemblage and 
organization, and to fight the enact- 
ment of oppressive sedition and es- 
pionage laws. Every possible aid will 
be given to the workers in any con- 
certed mass action against suspension 
or curtailment of their rights to or- 
ganize and strike, and against the 
tyranny of conscription and martial 
law. 

These decisions were arrived at by 
a general membership meeting of So- 
cialists restricted to those residing in 
Manhattan, and the conclusions were 
reached after protracted discussions on 
the floor and in committee stretching 
over three weeks. 

The full text of the resolution as 
finally adopted, setting forth the plan 
of action in the event of the declara- 
tion of hostilities, follows: 

In conformity with the principles of 
international Socialism, as expressed 
in the resolutions of the Copenhagen 
and Basel congresses, in the platform 
of the Socialist party of America, and 
in the recent declaration of our state 
executive committee and the national 
executive committee, we, members of 
Local New York, in general party 
meeting assembled, hereby assert our 
uncompromising opposition to war and 
militarism in all forms. 

Relentless opposition to war and 
militarism is and must always remain 
a cardinal feature of the Socialist pro 



;ake a line favorable to the president 
"t is certain that when peace comes 
Wilson will be the arbiter. Hence will 
follow disarmament. There will be no 
attempt to crush any defeated belli- 
gerent. The formation of small na- 
tionalities will be encouraged. It will 
be a triumph of democracy. 



Today, if it were not for the mori- 
torium for rents and for the allowan- 
ces to the dependents of soldiers, the 
war would soon come to an end, for 
there would be a general revolution. 

Frenchmen at the front make the 
best of the situation because their 
families are not yet starving. But in 



Americans must know that it was | central France letters are being re- 
on account of various treasonable acts j ceived from peasants on the firing 
in relation to negotiations for a sep- j lines directing their relatives not to 
arate peace in relation to Rumania I produce anything more from the land 
that Sturmer was forced to resign, the j than they need for their own use, that 

i ^^mammmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmtm^mm j the War may the SOOner be bl'OUght to 

, a c ] 0 se. 



Spanish 
Leafiets! 

Four leafiets in Spanish have just 
been issued by the National Social- 
ist Party as follows: 

Una Defensa Catolica, Del So- 
cialismo (A Catholic Defense Of 
Socialism) by the Hon. Charles 
Russell. 

La Guerra de las Clases (The 
War of the Classes). 

La Parabola Del Poso (The Par- 
able of The Water Tank) by Ed- 
ward Bellamy. 

La Parabola Del Cazador (The 
Parable of the Hunter) by Edward 
Bellamy. 

Just the thing to reach your 
Spanish friends. 

These are four-page leaflets and 
sell at 

$1.60 per 1,000. 

Send all orders to 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
SOCIALIST PARTY, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago 



"Breed And Bleed" 

By EDMUND R. BRUMBAUGH. 

A man in Pennsylvania offers his 
: twenty-one children to the country in 
i case of war. Nothing is said about 
' the stand of the mother thru whose 

pain and peril these children were 
i brought into the world. Perhaps ex- 
; cessive child-bearing has closed her 

lips forever. It may be that more than 



sions, sickness, accident, disemploy- ' paganda, because the Socialist oppo- 
nent and mother's pensions; a bill j sition to war is not only based on 
covering a comprehensive system of i ethical and humanitarian sentiment, 
public ownership of all public utilities | but is deeply rooted in the struggle of 
and embracing control of state water the workers for the emancipation of 



power, the extension of the state 
highway and the establishment of a 
state owned passenger and freight 
auto and truck system, state and city 
owned markets, same to be financed 
by a special tax on land values. A bill 
exempting personal individual proper- 
ty and all improvements on realty 
from taxation. 

A state bulletin will be published 



their class. Modern wars are caused 
by capitalist interests and incited by 
capitalist agencies. They bring wealth 
and power to the ruling classes, and 
suffering, death and demoralization to 
the workers. Wars serve to breed a 
spirit of narrow and reactionary na- 
tionalism, to obscure the struggles of 
the workers. Wars serve to breed a 
solidarity between them and their 
monthly. The initial dues for all new j brothers in other countries, to destroy 
members will be one dollar, twenty j their organizations, and to weaken 
five cents to apply to subscription to I their movement. 



the state bulletin, fifteen cents to pay 
the national dues for three months 
and the remainder to go into a special 
organization fund. 

Plans will be made to furnish an 
auto for each of the nine state or- 
ganizers. There are two machines now 
partly paid for. Instead of attempting 
to stave off the sentiment which has 
crystalized into the non-partisan 
movement of the Dakotas and other 



one mother is concerned Possibly this , western states it is proposed to so or- 
man does not care : what the mother ; • lh Socialist party of this 

i ^ tl \ e t-iT g J 6 ! ° d ' 0U V gr0 ™ i state as to make the non-partisan 
idea that children belong exclusively gcheme both unnecessary as ^11 as 
to the father. At any rate, "Breed 1 J 



and Bleed" seems to be his motto. 

If this be true parenthood, then 
celibacy becomes commendable. 

If this be real patriotism, then 
treason is a virtue. 

But— 

It is not true parenthood. 
It is not real patriotism. 
It is a false philosophy. It is a 



impossible. 



WORK HARD TO WIN ILLINOIS 
CAPITAL CITY FOR SOCIALISM 



Delusion Of Workers.. 

In the present age of acute rivalry 
between the imperialistic capitalists of 
the leading countries, the so-called 
duty of national defense serves to 
delude the laboring masses and to 
sacrifice them for capitalist profits. In 
the present crisis, the alleged invasion 
of "American rights" is not an in- 
vasion of the rights of the American 
people as a whole, but only an in- 
fringement of certain capitalist in- 
terests which in themselves are hostile 
to the interests of the working class. 

For these reasons the Socialists, as 
the representatives of the working- 
class interests, have the special duty 
of conducting a vigorous and indepen- 
dent campaign against war and mil- 
itarism "on distinct working-class 
lines, regardless of the general anti- 
war campaign, in which they may find 



The Socialists of Springfield, 111., 
the town where Abraham Lincoln lived _ 

before he was inaugurated president j themselves supported by middle-class 
are working like beavers in their en- 1 elements." 

Local New York, therefore, pledges 
L-se of con- 




j in love's linking of lives in the mar- 
riage relation than a means of provid- 
ing wage-slaves and cannon-fodder for 
the tyrants of shop and state. 



Altho peace is in the hearts of 
many, the power to make war is in 
the hands of the few. 



Three of the greatest anti-war books ever produced by the So- 
cialist movement are the following: 

WAR — WHAT FOR! 

By George R. Kirkpatrick. 

25 cents apiece. — Lots of 25 to 100 20 cents each. 

$18 per 100. 

THINK — OR SURRENDER! 

By George R. Kirkpatrick. 

$10 per 100. Single Copies, 15 cents. 



This book contains articles by Walter Thomas Mills and Charles 
Edward Russell, pointing out the economic causes of war. 

$6 per 100 and 10 cents per copy. 

Send all orders to the 

NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY, 

803 WEST MADISON STREET, CHICAGO. ILL. 



Lewis, O'Hare, Korngold, Stcdman, 
Hillquit, etc. 

After the initial $3,500 is raised the 
receipts from advertising, admissions 
to lectures and pledges secured from 
audiences will be sufficient to pay for 
the re-subscribing each year. 

Dr. George F. Mantz, Myers Bldg., 
is treasurer. 

The comrades hope to put the pro- 
ject in full swing before the mayor- 
alty election and before the local elec- 
tric and heating utility franchisee ex- 
pire. 

Ex-Representative William T. But- 
ler who jumped on the stage and in- 
| terrupted vice-presidential nominee 



the War. 
prevent 

war; to oppose militarism in its vari- 
ous forms, such as increased arma- 
ment on land or sea, compulsory mil- 
itary training or service, and militaris- 
tic teaching in the schools; to combat 
the imperialistic policies of our own 
capitalist class, the chief and immedi- 
ate source of militarism in this coun- 
try and the standing menace of war 
between this and other nations; to 
expose and counteract the pernicious 
and criminal incitement to war eman- 
ating from capitalist interests and a 
subsidized press; and to make con- 
tinuous propaganda in favor of uni- 
versal disarmament and peaceful ad- 
justment of disputes among nations. 
2. If War Should Come Despite Our 



George R. Kirkpatrick in his debate j Efforts. — To hasten the return of 



with Burr Mcintosh on preparedness 
last spring is postponing from week 
to week his promise to debate. He is 
reading Socialist literature. Now his 
mind is on Karl Marx's "Kapital". And 
the comrades think that Butler will 
soon change his challenge for an ap- 
plication to membership in the party. 



Enrico Ferri, the Socialist leader in 
Italy, recently made a bitter attack 
upon D'Annunzio, the man who is 
credited with having done more than 
any other individual to drag that 
country into the war. "The Avar al- 
ready is considered lost in Italy," 
says Ferri. "It is feared that the 
drums of doomsday will ring in Italy 
as soon as the Central Powers have 
definitely settled Roumania. D'An- 
nunzio may abandon Italy before the 
way to France is blocked by the arms 
of those soldiers who soon will turn 
against him at home." 



peace, oppose the war and the war- 
policies of the government, minimize 
the evils which war inflicts upon the 



IS HE CRAZY? 

The owner of a large plantation 
in Mississippi, where the fine figs 
grow, is giving away a few five- 
acre fruit iracts. The only condi- 
tion is that figs be planted. The 
owner wants enough figs raised to 
supply a co-operative canning fact- 
cry. You can secure five acres and 
an interest ; n the canning factory by 
writing the Eubank Farms Compa- 
ny, 1169 Keystone, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
They will plant and care for your 
trees for $6 a month. Your profit 
should be $1,000 per year. For 
eighteen cents to cover mailing ex- 
penses, they will send you, prepaid, 
sample jar preserved ficrs. grown on 
the plantation. 



workers, preserve the working-class 
movement, oppose censorship of press 
and mails, restrictions of the rights of 
free speech, assemblage and organiza- 
tion, and the enactment of oppressive 
sedition and espionage laws; support 
the workers in every concerted mass 
action against extortionate food prices 
and other sufferings of the war, 
against any suspension or curtailment 
of their right to organize and strike, 
and against the tyranny of conscrip- 
tion and martial law, and take advan- 
tage of all such manifestations of 
revolt for the education of the workers 
in the principles of enlightened class 
consciousness and international work- 
ing-class solidarity. 

Publicity Should Be Paramount. 

We further recommend the follow- 
ing concrete program of immediate 
action : 

1. That the party press in the city 
make the propaganda against war and 
militarism along the lines above in- 
dicated the most prominent feature in 
the news columns and editorial pages 
during the continuance of the present 
crisis and during the time of war, if 
war is declared. We urge upon all 
Comrades the special duty of support- 
ing the party press financially, so as 
to make it a most effective weapon 
in the Socialist propaganda against 
war, and of using every effort to in- 
crease the circulation of our papers. 

2. That every organized subdivision 
of Local New York arrange anti-war 
meetings and demonstrations within 
its territory on as large a scale and 
at as frequent intervals as possible. 

Cooperation Of Labor. 

3. That Local New York enlist the 
cooperation of organized labor in the 
city in such propaganda against war 
and militarism. 

4. That the national executive com- 
mittee be asked to initiate an effort to 
get millions of signatures thruout the 
nation to a memorial of protest 
against the proposed conscription and 
censorship laws. 

5. We urge all district branches and 
the party at large to make special ef- 
forts to increase the membership; and 
we call upon all Comrades to concen- 
trate their work and efforts wholly 
within the party, so that we may 
present to the enemies of the working 
class a powerful, unified and 1 harmoni- 
ous organization at this most critical 
period in the history of our movement. 

The big plute organs in this coun- 
try are watching economic develop- 
ments in Europe with a keen eye, and 
occasionally they express views that 
they would have considered ridicu- 
lous two years ago. "It is becoming 
increasingly apparent that a new so- 
cial and industrial world will come 
into being after the war," says the 
New York Journal of Commerce. 
"What is known as 'State Socialism' 
is bound to receive a tremendous im- 
petus — has, indeed, already leceived 
it. The process will not stop at na- 
tionalizing the railroads. There is 
already a strong demand in England 
for making the liquor traffic a gov- 
ernment monopoly which shall in- 
clude tobacco. Then there is the feel- 
ing that the private banking system 
may not be able to respond adequately 
to the needs of the economic situation 
after the war. But most revolution- 
ary of all is the claim advanced in 
quarters not at all inimical to vested 
interests that, the real justification of 
private property in land is that it is 
for the common benefit. The appli- 
cation of this principle to the Welsh 
coal fields demonstrates their private 
ownership to be utterly inconsistent 
with th» f^nreme rights of the com- 
monwealth." 



The persistent demands made by 
the Socialists that the Prussian elec- 
toral system be reformed appears to 
be bearing fruit. A government or- 
-an of Cologne announces that the 
powers that be have dee'ded +o 
broaden the franchise at tho conclu- 
sion of the war. The old indirect sys- 
L em of choosing electors to name 
•^embers of the Prussian Legislature 
on the class system basis will he abol- 
ished, and it is also probable that th- 
nroportional method of electing "Rep- 
resentatives will be introduced. If the 
promises now being made are fulfilled 
the probabilities are that the work in?- 
people in Prussia will come pretty 
close to gaining control of that State 
and monarchial rule will be doomed. 
There is not the slightest doubt that 
the privileged classes are loosening 
their grip because they fear the war 
aftermath, and naturally they prefer 
to take their chances with the slower 
legislative methods in being separat- 
ed from their graft than to be over- 
thrown by force. Revolution in one 
form or another is bound to come. 



Over half a million Spanish work- 
ingmen have been imported into 
France to take the places of French 
workers sent to the front. The 
unions of both countries are planning 
to prevent the French capitalists 
from undermining the wage standards 
and living conditions that have pre- 
vailed heretofore by making the 
Spaniards work cheaper. The French 
unions demand that the wage scales 
be kept intact. 




YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organization — Education — Solidarit?. 



WILLIAM V. KRUSB 



Director ' 



Name Address Points 

M. K. Friedman, Kokomo, Ind...616 

B. J. S., Gary. Ind 82 

R. H. Lane, Aurora, No. Car 78 

Conrad L. Friberg, Chicago, 111 72 

Mae Garber, Greensburg, Penna. . . 42 

M. Maginsky, N. Y. City 38 

John C. Knowlton, Mason City, la. 26 
P. E. Tomlinson, Winona, Minn. . . 24 

Miss E. W., Holyoke, Mass 20 

L. Van den Bergh, Minneapolis, 

Minn 10 

J. N. Carter, Omaha, Nebr 7 

Mrs. C. Schase, Youngstown, Ohio 4 

Ida Bienstock, Hartford, Conn 2 

Geo. Tigura, Knoxville, Tenn 2 

Geo. Tigura, Knoxville, Tenn 2 

Robert H. Wilson, Brattleboro, Vt. — 

Wm. Heino, Wilkeson, Wash — 

L. M. Osboume, Alliance, O — 

Max Cervis, Irwm, Pa — 

Miss S. E. Kajander, Butte, Mont. — 
Harold F. D. A. Jackson, Los An- 
geles, Cal — 

Ernest Leo, Seattle, Wash — 

M. L. Lehman, N. Glendale, Cal. 

Chas. Delinsek, Mullan, Idaho — 

Maurice Levine, St. Paul, Minn... — 
Mrs. H. J. Grigsby, Great Falls, 

Mont — 

Abraham H. Fein, Bronx, N. Y. 

City, N. Y — 

Tony Morrello, Youngstown, O... — 

I. V. Yinget, Kenosha, Wis — 

August Schell, Greenwich, Conn. — 



STATE SECRETARY GETS BUSY. 

Comrade C. M. White, State Secre- 
tary of the Socialist Party of North 
Carolina, saw that one of the com- 
rades, R. H. Lane, was entered in the 
Rand School Scholarship Contest. But 
Comrade Lane was working along on 
his own hook, and could not make very 
much progress. So State Secretary 
White wrote a letter to all his local 
secretaries, asking them to support 
their "native son" and hustle subs for 
The American Socialist. Did it work ? 
Well, rather! The very first week the 
result was that Lane jumped from the 
dim uncertain past into third place 
with a total of 78 points to his credit. 
That is good work for one week. Let's 
hope they keep it up. Any State 
Secretary, by intelligent direction of 
the forces in his state, can send a man 
to the Rand School. When that com- 
rade comes home he will be a credit to 
the movement that sent him, a trained 
fighter in the ranks. Write to your 
state secretary and ask him what he 
is doing to boost this work. 



It is to the interest of the capitalist 
class to make the worker believe that 
the door of opportunity is not closed 
to him, and that he still has as good 
a chance as ever to become a capital- 
ist and employer. In the same way 
Napoleon, in order to insure the faith- 
fulness of his soldiers, used to tell 
them that every soldier had a mar- 
shal's baton in his knapsack. 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist League*. 

Address nil communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 



NATIONAL CHAMPS NEWS. 

Talk about arousing interest ! There Is 
hardly a league entered in the contest but 
that had written in enthusiastically over its 
prospects. They want to know every other 
day how matters stand— which wish cannot, 
of course, be gratified. Many of the leagues 
entertainment managers write that they 
have grown so interested in the proposition 
of the April Fools' Party that they are going 
to run one themselves. The same thing is ex- 
pressed by the other officers. That's the right 
spirit, by thinking of how to do things jjpu 
will readily get the desire and ambition to 
really and truly do them. 

WINNERS FOR FEBRUARY. 

The winners in the Entertainment Managers 
Contest for February are : 

First Prize, 10 points, Grace Neff, Peoria, 
111. 

Second Prize, 7 point? each, tie, 

Lydia Yangar, Providence, R. I. 

Sylvia Goldberg, Circle One, Bronx, N. Y. 

Third Prize, 4 points each : 

Estelle Ferencievic, St. Louis, Mo. 
Simon Warshofsky, Rochester, N. Y. 

Honorable mention, Ruth Elson, Central 
West, Chicago, 111. ; M. Kobrin, Lynn, Mass. ; 
Tom Matthews, Omaha, Nebr. ; and Rhoda 
Kerstein, Buffalo N. Y. 

A summary of the best replies received has 
been sent to each entertainment manager. 
Those leagues that are not in on the contest 
are surely missing a fine means of work. 
EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

Winners in the educational contest are as 
follows : 

First Place 10 points, Oswald Buresch, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 
Second Place, 7 points, Louis Josephson, 
Trenton, N. J. 
Samuel Blauner, Northwest, Chicago, 111. 
Third Place, 4 points, Henry Konowitz, An- 
sonia, Conn. 
Barney Cohen, Peoria, 111. 
Honorable mention, Axel Bergren, Jamestown, 
N. Y., E. R. Brumbaugh, Omaha, Nebr. 
A complete article on "How to run a 
Debate" was sent to each. 
WINNERS ON ORGANIZATION CONTEST. 

First Prize (10 points), Paul Shogren, New- 
ark No. 2, N. J. 

Second Prize (7 points). Isadore Glickman, 
Rochester, N. Y., and Abe Waks, Paterson, 
N. J. 

Third Prize (4 points), Max Goodman, 
Cleveland.i O., and Ma* Konecky, Omaha, 
Nebr. 

Honorable Mention : H. Rosenthal, Bronx 
No. 1. N. Y. ; Carl Ulrich, Toledo, O. 
LEAGUE DOINGS. 

Reading Pa., is helping Local Berks Co. 
S. P. in its anti-war work, and is also con- 
ducting a study class. Recently held a Valen- 
tine Social and is preparing for a Henry Dubb 
Mock-Trial. 

Rochester, N. Y., has held very successful 
lectures by Mrs. Troward H. Marshall, on 
"Prehistoric Art", and by that peerless little 
trade-unionist and Socialist, Rose Schneider- 
man. These Yipsels are doing some very fine 
press work. 

The Boston Yipsel Masque Ball was a 
regular state-wide affair, young Socialists 
from all over New England in fact at- 
tending. Lecttires by Anthony D. Skeld- 
ing, Thomes R. Matchett and Dr. Phil- 
lip Levi will also be held. Their help at the 
big Debs meeting was remarkable. They are 
kicking themselves for not getting into the 
National Champs earlier, but are going to 
make up for lost time now. 

Ansonia, Conn., has taken to the debating 
fever and reports that it agrees very well 
with the league members. There is no better 
means known for developing good young So- 

NEW YORK NOTICE. 

The Board of Control reports that. Earnest 
G. Bautz has been removed from the office 
of State Sec'y and that Edw. C. Kaiser, of 284 
Cedar St., Buffalo, N. Y., has been appointed 
Secretry pro-tem. All state office mail and 
orders for due3 stamps should be addressed 
to him. The next State Convention will be 
held in the Bronx, on Sunday, Sept. 2nd. 
A 10c assessment will be levied. New charters 
were issued to Albany, Troy, Utica, and Buf- 
falo Circle No. 2. 



LEDEBOUR, IN REICHSTAG, 

ATTACKS GOVERNMENT 

According to a copy of the Cologne 
Gazette, received at Amsterdam, the 
Socialist George Ledebour, recently 
made a bitter attack on the German 
government in the Reichstag. Lede- 
bour denounced the government's 
policy of annexation and criticised 
the "emptiness" of the German peace 
offer and the demand for a war in- 
demnity, which he characterized as 
unrealizable. 

.He protested against the deporta- 
tion of Belgians and Poles and also 
the proclamation of a Polish kingdom, 
which he termed a "most glaring and 
flagrant contradiction of the people's 
right to decide for themselves." 

Declaring that the intention was to 
place a German or Austrian king on 
the throne and thereby chain Poland 
to the central powers, Herr Ledebour 
added: 

"You do not want a free Poland at 
all. Indeed, you do not look as if you 
could free any one." 

Herr Ledebour was thrice called to 
order for improper remarks, and his 
speech provoked a heated reply from 
Dr. Karl Helfferich, the vice chancel- 
lor. 



There is one advantage about the 
break that Wilson forced on the 
country: It will mean a bond issue 
and so placate the looters of America 
that they may not precipitate a panic 
for almost a year. 




hat One Man Did 

Dec. 23, 1916. 

The People's College, Fort Scott, Kansas. 

Dear Comrades :- Knowing you are interested I hasten to tell you of my having pas- 
sed the Bar examination in this state recently. 
Ar.d it i'; with sincere appreciation I do this. 

., .„,„.. .>diicf< ! '>n a~d having really studied only about nine 

months all told, 1 know of no more convincing proof of the merits of The People's Col- 
lege Law Course than this: That a person can go into an examination as T did in which 
. *..u hc-v. .4.1 v, u.i big state universities were represented and stand with the highest 
six in a class of eighteen. . . ... _ 

Also I want to tell you of a little incident that carries more weight than anything I 

After the examination, we attended a banquet and the chairman of the Bar Examina- 
tion Board in the presence of the whole class asked me where I studied law. I told him 
I had taken a correspondence course : and he went on then and said that the reason he 
asked the -question was that he had gathered that impression and wanted to be sure. 

He said re used to be somewhat prejudiced against correspondence schools but cor- 
respondence school men had been taking the high marks with such regularity he was 
compelled to acknowledge their merit. . . . 

Thanking you again for the assistance you have been to me and hoping I may in time 
be of some service to the working class, I, -cmain 

Youri truly, _ _ 

EUGENE BURKE. 

You Can Do It Too 

The field is wide. There is room in every community for a workingclass law- 
yer. Why not get ready for this position of power and influence and service? 

A law-trained man has the advantage wherever he is put- 
in political office ; in industrial control ; as a manager, a super- THE 
intendent, a Labor Union man, or as a practicing lawyer. ^-"PEOPLE'S COLLEC/E, 
You will find a training in law the best invest- .Fort Scott, Kansas —Please 

send me your free book, Law 
ment you ever made. ^^---and the People," and full particulars 

Let us send you the free Law of your three-yes r university Course 

Book, "Law and the 

People" with full ^^-"^ Name 

particulars. Address 



in Law, without obligation on my part 
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Civilization Based On 
flight Of AHJo Eat Bread 

NEW YORK. — In reply to a request 
of the Mothers' Anti-High Price 
League for a statement from him, 
Frank P. Walsh, Chairman of the 
Committee on Industrial Relations has 
made the following statement con- 
cerning the demand of mothers of New 
York for food distribution at prices 
they can pay: 

"Law and civilization are based on 
the right of men, women and babies 
to eat. The mothers of New York, 
like the mothers elsewhere who are 
protesting against the starvation or 
the underfeeding of their children, are 
among the best citizens of the re- 
public. It is history that some of the 
greatest advances of the human race 
have followed the demands of mothers 
for bread. 

Must Have Food. 

"It is no sufficient answer to the 
demands which the housewives of 
New York and other cities are mak- 
ing, to say that the prohibitive cost 
of food is part of a great complex 
problem. If it requires fundamental' 
changes in economic conditions to 
bring wages up to a reasonable level 
and to bring food prices down to a 
reasonable level, then those fundamen- 
tal changes must be made. But until 
the deeper remedies can be applied, it 
is the basic human right ingrained in 
all proper government to see that food 
is properly distributed when food is 
available. 

"To resist the actual invasion of 
hunger or other pestilence is part of 
the inherent police power of organized 
society. The mothers of the nation 
have shown their sturdy self-respect 
in repelling the alleged ministrations 
of charity in this economic crisis of 
democracy." 

In this age of high explosives it has 
been proved again that the most ex- 
plosive thing in "the world is bread. 
While many of the shells sent abroad 
by the profit-takers in war have been 
characterized, for their lack of explo- 
siveness, as "being too proud to fight", 
the explosion of popular wrath that 
took place when food speculators, lax 
law mftkers and military conscription- 
ists played too hard with the food of 
the people is bringing this nation up 
standing. 

Mothers' Demands Spontaneous. 

The demands of the mothers of 
New York City and of the other 
populous centers of the United States 
that they x should have food at prices 
within their reasonable ability to buy, 
were as spontaneous and inevitable as 
were the cries for "Bread" which lead 
the women of Paris in a notable hun- 
ger year, to Versailles. It was a case 
of spontaneous combustion. It was an 
explosion sudden and irresistible. 

These disorders of a complacent 
"law and order" were not in any 
sense "riots". They were uprisings; 
they were revolt. They sprang from 
the mothers' agony at their childrens' 
hunger. 

To take New York as the example: 
From among the many thousands of 
women who crowded the streets, and 
stormed the places of food supply and 
the citadels of law and order, small 
groups of Committees from among 
these mothers themselves formed to 
give the demands the right momentum 
and direction. 

Can't Ignore Women's Cry. 

Confronting the Mayor of New 
York City, Mrs. Jacob Panken, chosen 
leader of the Mothers' Anti-High Price 
League said: 

"You can't afford to ignore the cry 
of the women for bread. We don't 
know about your law. We ask you to 
take up your cudgels for us. We can't 
wait two and a half years for laws. 
By that time there will be no people 
left to feed." 

Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, speaking 
for the citizens who had volunteered 
to aid the more oppressed, declared: 

"If to-day there was a more dramatic 
emergency, such as an earthquake or 
a devastating fire, you Mr. Mayor, 
would not wait to ask the corporation 
counsel for advice, but would take the 
law into your own hands. This un- 
dramatic incident of many thousands 
of women and children suffering from 
hunger is just as critical, just as great 
an emergency, as a flood or a bom- 
bardment. 

"If there isn't food enough", Dr. 
Wise said, "put the city on rations. If 
there be food what will you advise in 
order that there may be a connection 
between the food supplies and these 
people who are suffering for a lack of 
food?" 

Response Never Quicker. 

There was perhaps never a quicker 
response to any popular explosion. 

The United States Senate had trifled 
with the President's urgent request 
that sufficient money be placed at the 
disposal of the administration to get 
to the. bottom of transactions that 
denied the fundamental right of the 
people to eat. But when the mothers 
of the nation voiced their protest, the 
Senate hastily granted the appropria- 
tion. 

The Governor of the State promised 
immediate pressure on the legislature 
of New York for a law enabling Now 
York City to commandeer food when 
necessary to overcome the greed of 
speculators and the negligence of rail- 
roads. 

The Mayor of New York and his 
Board of Estimate pledged an immed- 
iate legal measure to permit them to 
put food within the reach of the pur- 
ses of the poor in at least sufficient 
quantities %o break the local food 
monopolies. 

"We ask you for bread and you 
promise us laws", said Mrs. Theresa 
Malkiel, speaking for all the mothers ( 
of the nation. \ 
Can't Dodge Much Longer. | 

For a time it looked as if Govern- 
ment of city and state was about to 
dec lare that it had no power to do the 
one thing needful in the stress of the 
circumstance. It is not yet determined 
whether, while politicians play with 
the dynamite of food, and while laws 
that go deep to the roots of injustice 
are withheld, those who hold power in 
trust for the people will exercise it 
to see that hundreds of thousands of 
pe-iccful, hard working people shall 
not go hungry in a land of plenty. But 
at least the nation and those who rep- 
resent it in public office, and in the 
"invisible government" of credit and 
finance and monopoly have been jar- 
red from their complacency. 

An illustration of perhaps historic 
importance has been given that this 



Corrupt Press Fails 

To Report Its Shame 

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE) 

ASHINGTON. — Never before in the history of the 
country has the corruption of the press been so openly 
spoken of than in Congress today. The press does not report 
its shame to the people, but the record of the things said on 
the floor of the House of Representatives, reproduced here- 
with, speaks for itself. 

Here is what a man whose eyes were opened by the aroused 
demands of the people of his district, read into the Congres- 
sional Record the other day. Save this clipping, for you will 
not find it elsewhere : 

"I stood upon this floor and quoted the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. Callaway), and I read his speech into the Record, 
which speech charged that the J. P. Morgan interests had ar- 
ranged with 12 great newspapermen with a view of influencing 
other newspapers, andj;hat those newspapers — 25 of the great- 
est of them — were being paid for the service they are rendering 
in the promotion of the war spirit, and in the teaching of a 
false patriotism in the United States, misleading the people 
into the belief that this war in Europe is an American war. 
It was the gentleman from Texas (Mr. Callaway) who made 
that charge. He put it in the Congressional Record. And so 
far as I know nof one newspaper in the United States published, 
that remarkable statement; and it was not published at all 
until I made reference to it on the floor of the House and in- 
vited some one of the majority to introduce a resolution to 
investigate it. I repeat now that challenge to the majority 
of this House, a challenge to introduce a resolution to inquire 
whether or not newspapers are actually subsidized as charged, 
because it is due to honest journalism in the United States 
that the real facts with regard to this monstrous proposition 
be known to the taxpayers of the land, whose blood must be let 
and whose burdens must be tremendously increased if we are 
to be driven into this fierce controversy across the seas. I will 
leave that challenge stand for the day. If no one of the majority 
will introduce that resolution I shall expect to introduce it 
myself, in fairness to those men in this country who are writ- 
ing newspaper articles and publishing newspapers, who want 
to be free from suspicion that they are under the Morgan in- 
fluence or that they are dominated by Lord Northcliffe or the 
moneybags of London or Berlin. (Applause.)" 



nation cannot much longer dodge or 
neglect its obligation to destroy spe- 
cial privilege. 

An exhibit of the High Cost of 
Living* was just closing in the nation's 
metropolis when the so-called "riots" 
of the mothers took place. It showed 
by figures and facts that the burdens 
of taxation were laid upon the workers 
and upon the results of labor and 
enterprise, instead of upon the un- 
earned wealth created by all the 
people yel, monopolized in. compara- 
tively few private hands. It showed 
that the transportation service of the 
country, tho subsidized by the gifts of 
155 million acres of public domain, and 
by large grants of money, was control- 
led for "the incentive of private pro- 
fits", rather than for the service of the 
public. It showed that thru lack of 
terminal markets owned and directed 
by the public servants to bring pro- 
ducer and consumer together, the pri- 
vate markets were secr etly manipul- 
ated to place a long string of specula- 
tors between produce.ru and consum- 
ers. It showed that not only the prices 
of foods, but the rates of rents were 
in the control of private monopolies. 

The women who refused patient 
submission to starvation or under- 
feetding for their children and for 
themselves, have brought these facts 
and problems into sudden and start- 
ling relief. 



All Nations, Except U. S« 
And Spain, Mi War Aid 

By JULIAN PIERCE. 

With the exception of Spain, the 
United States Government is the only 
neutral government whose citizens 
are engaged in the manufacture of 
munitions that has not laid an em- 
bargo against their sale and shipment 
to the belligerents of the present war. 

The following list of the govern- 
ments declaring embargoes on the 
munitions traffic is supplied by Secre- 
tary of State Lansing: 

^Denmark, August 6, 1914. 

Italy, August 1, 1914. 

Norway, December 22, 1914, and 
February 5, 3 915. 

Portugal, August 8, 1914. 

Sweden, September 16, 1914. 

Switzerland, August 13, 1914. 

The Republic of Brazil on August 4, 
1914, declares as follows: 

"The exportation of war material 
from Brazilian ports to any of those 
of the powers at war is strictly for- 
bidden, whether such exportation be 
under the Brazilian flag or that of any 
other country." 

These governments have prohibited 
their citizens from participating in 
the munitions traffic under the pro 
visions of The Hague agreement of 
1899. 

Under paragraph 7 of that agree- 
ment a neutral nation like the United 
States is free to permit its citizens to 
sell munitions to the belligerents or 
to prohibit such traffic. 

Paragraph 7 declares that "a neutral 
power is not bound to prevent the ex- 
port or transit for use of either of the 
belligerents of arms or ammunition or, 
in general, of anything which may be 
of use to an aimy or fleet." 

The neutral government thus has 
the power to either acquiesce in the 
traffic or stop it. The Government of 
the United States has thus far acquies- 
ced in it. 

The belligerent intended to be in- 
jured by the munitions traffic has the 
right to capture the contraband while 
the articles are on the high seas and 
to punish the offending citizens of the 
neutral government by destroying the 
articles. 

In other words, the munition capi- 
talists of the United States have the 
right to sell and transport munitions 
of war as long as the government does 
not prohibit the traffic. 

It is admitted by the best states- 
men and by authorities on interna- 
tional law that if the United States 
Government aids in the transporta- 
tion of the contraband articles by 
arming the ships on which they are 
carried, or convoying such ships with 
the vessels of the navy, it would be an 
unneutral act and an act of war. 



Wilson Forgot Important 
Problems At Inaugural 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 

Washington. — Guarded on four 
sides by armed men and passing thru 
a lane of armed men Woodrow Wilson 
was carried on March 5th from the 
Capitol to the White House to begin 
his second .term as President of the 
United States. He had just delivered 
an address foreshadowing the entrance 
of the United States into the war to 
protect its commerce on the high seas. 

What does the future hold? Of one 
thing we can be certain: 

There may or there may not be war, 
but there is need as never before, in 
any event, for the united efforts of 
the laboring men and women of this 
nation to safeguard their liberties and 
to secure from Federal and state 
legislatures the political rights which 
they have been demanding for decades. 

The day before Wilson took the oath 
of office a cordon of women, strug- 
gling against a cold March rainstorm, 
mutely asked for the right to vote — 
which the party in power could grant 
if it chose — but won't. 

The day before Wilson took the oath 
of office an impotent Congress con- 
cluded its term with even regular 
supply bills left up in the air. In the 
mass of measures evaded or pigeon- 
holed were: 

Big Measures Pigeonholed. 

1. Measures reserving to the Gov- 
ernment millions of dollars worth of 
natural resources — oil, coal, timber, 
water power — which the Greed Trust 
desires for its own. 

2. Measures demanded by labor — 
the convict labor bill, social insurance, 
old age pensions, civil servie retire- 
ment, anti-gunman restrictions and a 
host of others. 

Congress and the President have 
been too busy with possible trouble in 
international affairs to work needed 
domestic reforms. 

At the moment of inauguration, 
prices of foods were never higher in 
this land of prsoperity. Senseless in- 
vestigations and puerile, weak admin- 
istrative policies still allow the people 
to starve, robbed by the food specula- 
tors and the food combines, of which 
the Beef Trust is probably the worst. 
While military and naval "prepared- 
ness" was generously given millions 
of dollars, the health and welfare of 
the people was left to individualism 
run wild. 

There was nothing in the Presi- 
dent's Inaugural address about the 
fact that while Germany and England 
are starving, America is also starving. 
Yet it is the fact — starving in the 
midst of plenty. 

There will be no nation left to "de- 
fend" if the welfare of the people is 
neglected. This is a truism which 
Great Britain learned almost too late 
after the war. It is possible that out- 
statesmen will learn this lesson too 
late — after war shall have been de- 
clared ? 

Wilson's, second inaugural met the 
patriotic fervor which has been work- 
ed up in order to get us into the war. 
But it failed to meet the situation 
which exists in the United States to- 
day. 

Predicts Millions For War. 

The new Congress will soon be 
called together to legislate — to pass 
the bills which it ought to have pas- 
sed, and- to do some other things. Will 
the working people of the country re- 
main idle while Congress appropriates 
millions for war but pot one cent for 
the people? 

There is need for the instant formu- 
lation and prosecution thru every 
agency at the command of labor of a 
program of domestic social reform. 
Social reform must not wait upon the 
question of war or no war — it must be 
driven home NOW, under the plea of 
preparedness. And for this reason: 

In the past wars have enriched the 
few at the cost of the many, have 
sharpened the division of society into 
classes, have strengthened those who 
prey upon society, have weakened 
those whose labor makes society. In 
the FUTURE this must be changed. 



If war comes, let the workers step in- 
to the limelight and say: 

War Not Of Our Making. 

"This war is none of our making. It 
is\ the making of capitalists, it is of 
and by capitalists. But it shall not be 
FOR capitalists. Out of this war we, 
the people, are to rise to mighty 
power. Our labor has made the wealth 
of this nation. Our blood is being shed, 
and our backs are to bear the burden 
of taxes while the rich make swollen 
profits from the processes of un- 
earned surplus. But we will change all 
this. The rich shall pay for this war. 
Their inheritances shall be heavily 
taxed into the treasury of the nation. 
Dividends shall be divided between 
the Government and the manufactur- 
ers, and between the manufacturers 
and those who create them. Public 
utilities — transportation, food, natural 
resources, shall be confiscated in the 
name of the people for the people. 
Land shall be re-assumed by the peo- 
ple, and the landlords shall become 
renters from the people. An outworn 
political machinery shall be scrapped 
and measures of true popular govern- 
ment shall be installed. 

"Do these things before you go 
ahead with your war any further. Do 
these things, Woodrow Wilson, for 
these are the things which you forgot 
to put into your speech last Monday!" 

Otherwise we shall have four years 
and four years after that of armed 
men, between whose ranks the toilers 
of the nation shall walk to and fro on 
their business, cowed, humiliated, 
shorn of the rights of MEN. 



IN TIE WORLD OF LABOR. 



By Wtax ft. Hayaa. 



INNUMERABLE labor papers of 
the country have been commenting 
on the trend of the times and 
sounding a warning cry that the war 
talk and preparations are being used 
as a cloak to strengthen the grip of 
the privileged interests. The militar- 
istic movements consist of every- 
thing from out-and-out conscription 
to the establishment of State 
Constabularies ostensibly to run 
down chicken thieves. Among others, 
the Mine Workers' .Journal, organ of 
the United Mine Workers, says that 
it does not underestimate the power 
that is being brought to bear. 
"Writers whom we have considered 
sane, honest and brilliant," says the 
Journal, "have been told to sound one 
keynote if they would expect space 
in magazines or newspapers — Peril 
and Preparedness.! In many of the 
State Legislatures and in the Na- 
tional Legislature 'can't strike bills' 
have been introduced. More boldly 
than ever in the country's history, 
laws to establish State Constabularies 
are being urged, the intent openly 
stated — to prevent or to break strikes 
by having at hand a force not respon- 
sible to local authority composed of 
men trained to obey unquestioningly 
and officered by men wholly sub- 
servient to the 'interests.' In the 
National Congress it has teen pro- 
posed to abrogate the eight-hour law 
for government employes and the 
anti-stop-watch system law. It is only 
too evident that the intent is to seize 
this opportunity to deprive the work- 
ers of every right established by cen- 
turies of struggle and sacrifice; to 
insure the rulership of the holders of 
stocks and bonds that represent own- 
ership of modern industries. Con- 
scription, universal service, with the 
sons of the owners of stocks and 
bonds directing heads, the officers! 
With the alignment even now formed 
— of the directors of the munitions 
plants and others of the country's 
great capitalists in control of the 
army and navy leagues!" 

* * * * 

EFFORTS are being made in New 
York to slap a compulsory arbitra- 
tion law on the organized workers. 
The idea is an outgrowth of the street 
railway strike of last summer, bul^it 
is planned to eventually ensnare all 
classes of labor in the net. That 
great philanthropic gentleman, Oscar 
Strauss, is taking the lead in this 
latest scheme to shackle labor, and 
public hearings have been held . to 
learn the views of eminent citizens as 
to the best means to be adopted to 
hamstring union labor and prevent 
strikes. Former Senator Merton E. 
Lewis, now Deputy Attorney General 
of New York State, announced that 
arbitration should be compulsory on 
all public service lines, saying that 
any involuntary servitude involved 
was necessary for the public good. 
As incidental to this remark he said: 
"We are rapidly approaching a con- 
dition in this country where con- 
scription will be instituted to fulfill 
our military purposes, and I welcome 
it." Other professional fiag-fiappeffe 
testified along the same lines, thus 
showing what is in the minds of the 
militarists. 

*. * '•): * 

OFFICIALS of the United Mine 
Workers of Indiana have sent protests 
to Washington against plunging this 
country into war for any reason 
whatsoever except invasion. The 
State Federation of Labor officials in 
Wisconsin have taken the ^ same 
action, as have many local unions in 
the leading industrial centers. Mass 
meetings of unionists and other citi- 
zens have also been held in scores of 
cities and towns to condemn war, 
which, it is uniformly charged, is 
desired chiefly by those who would 
profit by such a calamity and who 
wont' go to the front, but expect the 
workers to do the fighting. 

* * * * 

WAGE raises ranging from 5 to 10 
per cent were given to 1,118,000 
workers in the Untied States during 
November and December, Secretary 
Wilson, of the Labor Department, es- 
timated in a compilation of figures 
covering 38 States and showing that 
526 establishments increased wages. 
But, at best, it is a mere bagatelle 
compared to the increased cost of 
food, fuel, clothing, etc. To increase 
wages a dollar a week and take two 
or three more dollars from a worker 
for life's necessities is adding insult 
to injury. 

They say military training may 
make you straight in figure. And it 
may cause yEu to walk with a crutch. 



Hold Steady! 



By LUCIEN SAINT. 

Washington. — Nobody but the jin- 
goes, the big capitalists and their 
hangers-on, want a war. There is 
going to be no war if the people hold 
steady — for the President will not 
wage war by himself. He will consult 
the people first. 

Never mind what the scare press 
says about it. This is the truth. Ger- 
many might make war upon us, and 
then there would be war, for we would 
strike back, but we will not make war 
upon Germany. 

"Armed neutrality" is not war. It 
is merely another phrase for the state 
of the normal nation at peace. 

There is no mystery about the situa- 
tion, much as the kept press tries to 
make mystery about it. I outlined four 
weeks ago precisely what the Pres- 
ident intended to do, and precisely 
what has happened. It is as simple as 
the alphabet. 

Warring Nations In Deadlock.* 

The world is at this moment watch- 
ing the breakdown of European civil- 
ization. The warring nations have 
reached a deadlock in their land war- 
fare — their trenches are at almost 
precisely the same place as they were 
three years ago: when peace comes 
there will be no Victory here. The 
warring nations have also reached a 
deadlock within their own borders: 
Starvation is taking its toll of human 
life far from the firing line. England 
is starving; Germany has been starv- 
ing for months; Russia, bountiful 
Russia, is also feeling the pinch; 
France is hungry. In this last moment 
of desperation, the most desperate 
measures of war are being taken to 
hasten the end, no matter what hap- 
pens. The statesmen of the belliger- 
ents know that any kind of peace is 
better than what they are now endur- 
ing. 

Must Keep Out Of War.. 

Of all the times in the war this is 
the last time for the United States 
to enter into it. Even the cheapest 
and most heedless of the jingoes must 
realize this to be the truth. If by en- 
tering the war the United States could 
end it — but that is impossible. In the 
interests of the remnant of European* 
civilization — the civilization from 
which we drew ours, we must keep 
out, submarine or no submarine. 

The war is nearly over. It cannot 
last long. And these simple facts ex- 
plain w hy it is that: 

The ammunition makers, the gun- 
smiths, the armor plate people, the 
purveyors and manufacturers of all 
war stuffs, must find new markets for 
their goods. Europe has been cut off 
as a market — to a certain extent only, 
however — by the submarine warfare, 
but the future is not favorable. Hence 
the munition ring is boosting pre- 
paredness in the United States and 
urging war with Germany at the same 
time. War — some kind of war any- 
where, anyhow, means money to their 
pockets. 

Realizing this fact, the Administra- 
tion has drawn up a very careful plan 
which it will use to check the war 
spirit just at that moment when it 
becomes nearly intolerable. This plan, 
worked out by the Cabinet in consul- 
tation with the Council for National 
Defense, is to commandeer all the 
supplies of raw materials of whatever 
kind in the United States — foods, ores, 
woods, wool and cotton, rubber: every- 
thing upon which the life of the people 
depends. This plan means government 
ownership — temporarily — of raw ma- 
terials 

Little Profit In War. 

This plan has already leaked out to 
certain of the capitalists and to Wall 
Street. This "leak" was intentional. It 
was for the purpose of showing these 
gentlemen that there is going to be 
mighty little profit in any war for 
them. It has not thoroly penetrated as 
yet, and it may never penetrate, but 
this is the straight dope. 

War profits no one. 

It does not profit the common 
people. 

In the past it has profited the cap- 
italist — but there is going to be so 
little profit in our next war (if we 
have one) for the capitalist, and he 
will be told so in plenty of time, that 
he will work along with the people to 
fend off war. 

War never really profited capital- 
ism in the long run, because capital- 
ism is a losing game, a self-enervat- 
ing system anyhow. 

The Socialists ought to pump that 
idea into their bunkers, into the short- 
sighted people who are at this moment 
wishing that there might be a war 
because they think it would profit 
them. 

There's another guess coming. 
Nail The Jingo Lies. 

And let the common people keep up 
the hollering against the jingoes. 
Write to the papers and nail the lies. 
See how they announce one day in 
large type that a liner has neen tor- 
pedoed without warning, and the next 
day in eight-point in a corner of the 
last page admit that the liner WAS 
WARNED. Jump on them for that. 
Find out what your Congressman is 
doing, and thinking, and what he in- 
tends to do and think. Bother the life 
out of him — it's his job, and he's paid 
$7,500 a year for doing it — with per- 
quisites. 

The common people will run this 
country when they run it. 



Let Us Stop Eating 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

The last great depression, that of 
1913, would be in effect today if it 
were not for the war and the melan- 
choly prosperity of today would not 
be but for the war. 

If we could only stop eating for two 
or three years. At the time of the 
threatened railroad strike there were 
360,000,000 eggs in cold storage in 
New York and Chicago. Man might as 
well be prevented by statute from 
eating eggs and potatoes. Potatoes 
are a positive luxury. A man caught 
with potatoes now is under suspicion, 
and the reason is that most of the 
food product is held by monopolies. 
It is held in storage houses almost 
until unfit to eat and then unloaded 
on you for exorbitant prices. These 
men who hold the food from the work- 
ing men are all patriots. They are in 
favor of war." 



THE CALL OF THE WILD 

By JACK LONDON. 

Copyright By Jack London. 



(Continued from last week.) 

His face and body were scored by 
the teeth of many dogs, and he fought 
as fiercely as ever and more shrewd- 
ly. ; Skeet and Nig were too good- 
natured for quarreling, — besides, 
they belonged to John Thornton; but 
the strange dog, no matter what the 
breed or valor, swiftly acknowledged 
Buck's supremacy or found himself 
struggling for life with a terrible 
antagonist. And Buck was merciless. 
He had learned well the law of club 
and fang, and he never forewent an 
advantage or drew back from a foe 
he had started on the way to Death. 
He had lessoned from Spitz, and from 
the chief fighting dogs of the police 
and mail, and knew there was no 
middle course. He must master or be 
mastered; while to show mercy was 
a weakness. Mercy did not exist in 
the primordial life. It was misunder- 
stood for fear, and such misunder- 
standings made for death. Kill or be 
killed, eat or be eaten, was the law; 
and this mandate, down out of the 
depths of Time, he obeyed. 

He was older than the days he had 
seen and the breaths he had drawn. 

He linked the past with the pres- 
ent, and the eternity behind him 
throbbed thru him in a mighty 
rhythm to which he swayed as the 
tides "and seasons swayed. He sat 
by John Thornton's fire, a broad- 
breasted dog, white-fanged and long- 
furred; but behind him were the 
shades of all manner of dogs, half- 
wolves and wild wolves, urgent and 
prompting, tasting the savor of the 
meat he ate, thirsting for the water 
he drank, scenting the wind with him, 
listening with him and telling him 
the sounds made by the wild life in 
the forest, dictating his moods, di- 
recting his actions, lying down to 
sleep with him when he lay down, and 
dreaming with him and beyond him 
and becoming themselves the stuff of 
his dreams. 

Hears Call Of The Forest. 

So peremptorily did these shades 
beckon him, that each day mankind 
and the claims of mankind slipped 
farther from him. Deep in the forest 
a call was sounding, and as often as 
he heard this call, mysteriously 
thrilling and luring, he felt compelled 
to turn his back upon the fire and 
the beaten earth around it, and to 
plunge into the forest, and on and on, 
he knew not where or why; nor did 
he wonder where or why, the call 
sounding imperiously, deep in the 
forest. JBut as often as he gained the 
soft unbroken earth and the green 
shade, the love for John Thornton 
drew him back to the fire again. 

Thornton alone held him. The rest 
of mankind was as nothing. Chance 
travellers might praise or pet him; 
but he was cold under it all; and from 
a demonstrative man he would get up 
and walk away. When Thornton's 
partners, Hans and Pete, arrived on 
the long-expected raft, Buck refused 
to notice them till he learned they 
were close to Thornton; after that he 
tolerated them in a passive sort of 
way, accepting favors from them as 
tho he favored them by accepting. 
They were of the same large type as 
Thornton, living close to the earth, 
thinking simply and seeing clearly; 
and ere they swung the raft into the 
big eddy by the saw-mill at Dawson, 
they understood Buck \rA his ways, 
and did not insist uppn^an intimacy 
such as obtained with Skeet and Nig. 

For Thornton, however, his love 
seemed to grow and grow. He, alone 
among men, could put a pack upon 
Buck's back in the summer travelling. 
Nothing was too great for Buck to 
do, when Thornton commanded. One 
day (they had grub-staked them- 
selves from the proceeds of the raft 
and left Dawson for the head-waters 
of the Tanana) the men and dogs 
were sitting on the crest of a cliff 
which fell away, straight down, to 
naked bed-rock three hundred feet 
below. John Thornton was sitting 
near the edge, Buck at his shoulder. 
A thoughtless whim seized Thornton, 
and he drew the attention of Hans 
and Pete to the experiment he had in 
mind. "Jump, Buck!" he commanded, 
sweeping his arm out and over the 
chasm. The next instant he was 
grappling with Buck on the extreme 
edge, while Hans and Pete were 
dragging them back into safety. 
Splendid and Terrible. 

"It's uncanny," Pete said, after it 
was over and they had caught their 
speech. 

Thornton shook his head. "No, it is 
splendid, and it is terrible, too. Do 
you know, it sometimes makes me 
afraid." 

"I'm not hankering to be the man 
that lays hands on you while he's 
around," Pete announced conclusive- 
ly, nodding his head toward Buck. 

"By Jingo!" was Hans's contribu- 
tion. "Not mineself either.." 

It was at Circle City, ere the year 
was out, that Pete's apprehensions 
were realized. "Black" Burton, a man 
evil-tempered and malicious, had been 
picking a quarrel frith a tenderfoot 
at the bar, when Thornton stepped 
good-naturedly between. Buck, as 
was his custom, was lying in a corner, 
head on paws, watching his master's 
every action. Burton struck out, 
without warning, straight from the 
shoulder. Thornton was sent spin- 
ning, and saved himself from falling 
only by clutching the rail of the bar. 
(To be continued next week.) 

WOMEN CENSUS TAKERS. 
Wyandotte County, Kans., will have 
its census taken by women this year. 
It is the first time in the history of 
the county that this part of the work 
has been done exclusively by women. 
In former years, one or two .women 
have been employed in the census 
work, and their records passed such a 
satisfactory inspection that Mr. Kra- 
mer decided to place the listing en- 
tirely in their hands. 



Socialism aims at the organization 
of industry upon a vast national scale. 
Colony life, on the other hand, means 
the breaking up of society into small 
autonomous groups. Such colonies are, 
therefore, distinctly retrogressive, 
and more Anarchistic than Socialistic 
in spirit. 



Spoils Or Principles 

By JOHN M. WORK. 

Somewhere in my wanderings as a 
Socialist agitator — my recollection is 
that it was in Oklahoma — I ran across 
a little old dingy depot in which the 
station agent had posted up the fol- 
lowing sign: "Please don't spit on the 
ceiling!" 

That station agent would make a 
good republican or democratic politi- 
cian. He kept within the bounds of 
what he could legitimately expect the 
public to approve. He knew they 
would spit on the floor and the 
side walls anyhow, and if he asked 
them not to spit on the ceiling he 
stood some show of having his re- 
quest granted. In other words, his 
request was really a blank. He might 
as well not have made any at all. At 
best, it could only be considered a 
joke. 

So with the platforms ^ of the 
republican and democratic -'patties 
The politicians in those parties do not 
look over the nation and try to find 
out what the country needs, and then 
declare in favor of it in their plat- 
forms. 

Not on your life. 

On the contrary, they put their 
ears to the ground and listen intently 
to find out just what the average 
ignorant citizen is saying, and they 
stand for that. They stand for what 
they think they can put across. Their 
platforms are in reality blanks. Like 
the sign in the depot, at best the^r are 
jokes. 

How different it is with the So- 
cialist party. 

We Socialists have analyzed the 
industrial system. We have found out 
just what is wrong with it, and we 
can therefore see just what remedy 
is needed. We stand for the remedy, 
regardless of the fact that every 
ignoramus in the land is against it. 
Instead of catering to the ignoramus- 
es, we are educating them to know 
the truth, so that they will vote for 
their own emancipation. And we are 
making constant progress towards 
the goal. 

To put it briefly: 

The republican and democratic 
parties stand for political spoils. 
They do not stand for principles. 

The Socialist party stands for prin- 
ciples. It does not stand for spoils. 



Need For Higher Ideals 



By WILLIS ANDREWS. \ 
Barbarians still inhabit many parts 
of the world. The tribesman who re- 
turns to camp with the most heads or 
scalps dangling on the ends of spears 
is honored by his chieftain, who 
places rings in his nose as a distin- 
guishing mark for bravery and dar- 
ing. 

So in warfare among so-called 
civilized people, after each battle the 
general of the army pins medals 
upon the breasts of soldiers who have 
exhibited the greatest heroism in the 
shedding of human blood. 

It is claimed by the apologists for 
war that were it not for the tes* 
of courage upon the battlefield a! 
manliness would disappear from th 
face of the earth. Man, they say, 
would become spineless and anemic 
if not afforded the opportunity to kill 
as many people as 1 possible. 

Fortunately, however, there is an 
ever-increasing number of people 
who do not agree that the criterion of 
manhood should be based upon ideals 
of savagery. To save life is coming to 
be more a mark of character than the 
ability to take life. 

Promoters of war do not stop short 
of sacrilege and blasphemy in their 
attempt to justify the slaughter of 
human beings. As in olden times, 
when marauding and pillaging bands 
of men started out on expeditions of 
robbery and murder, their deeds were 
always heralded with the rallying cry 
of "thus saith the Lord." So today 
the advocates of war assume to have 
divine sanction for their unholy cause. 

The poet Longfellow seems to have 
been gifted with prophetic vision 
when he wrote these lines: 

"Were half the power that fills the 

world with terror, 
Were ha^ the wealth bestowed on 

camps and courts, 
Given to redeem the human mind 

from error, 
There wefe no need of arsenals; nor 

forts. 

The warrior's name would be a name 
abhorred, 

And every nation that should lift 
again 

Its hand against a brother, on its 
forehead 

Would wear forevermore the curse of 
Cain." 



Real Dangers Menace Us 



By LUCIA AMES MEAD. 

Let us remember that during a 
period in which we have lost two 
hundred lives at sea incident to the 
war, we have had twenty thousand 
citizens murdered in this country, 
some of them this last year being 
burned at the stake. Since this war 
began, we have lost a half million 
more citizens from death by prevent- 
ive causes than Germany has lost by 
this war. Let this appalling fact be 
learned by heart. 

Let us also remember that the 
safest job any man has had since we 
became a Republic was to fight a 
foreign foe. In our three foreign wars, 
all of which we began, we lost by 
foreign bullets fewer than fifteen 
thousand men in all of them combined. 

To be a fireman, policeman, miner, 
sailor, bridge builder or worker on a 
skyscraper has been a far more dan- 
gerous job than to face foreign bul- 
lets. 

Compulsory military training to 
meet a foreign foe is the poorest pre- 
paration we can make to meet the 
real dangers that now menace us. 



SOCIALIST WINS IN PRIMARY 
AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
Louis V. Middleton, Socialist, was 
elected supervisor at Grand Rapids, 
Mich., at the primaries held March 7, 
receiving a majority of all the votes 
cast. It will therefore not be neces- 
sary for Middleton to contest in the 
regular election. 



